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"THE Order and Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Churches with their Gayerns 
ment and Diſcipline, have under» 
gon ſuch various Mutations, - that little d 
the old Forms 8 but what of late hass 
been retrieved by the moſt deſpiſable among 
the Reformed, Called Independants; tho 
tis matter of Admiration, that others who © 
pretend no Rule but the Scriptures, ſhould: | 
yet continue Subject to thoſe Aberrationss 5 
5 have 1 impoſed upon the Chri- 
„World by Men of, 9 rping. Spirits} - 
| whi e not only corr 5 Simplicity 
of the ApolWiical- Preſidents, but 2 4 
he very Signification 3 Words, the better 
to accomodate their Innovations to ear Ws 
Deſigns and Purpoſes; in ſo much that ng 
may think if the Pen-Men of the Scriptur 
were to paſs their Revolutions; and agailite 
tie a turn on the Stage of this lower 7 
they would fcarce underſtand the Language 
i Stang 3 wrote: Flo: F Ts 


N | | 
The Preface. 
1magin'd t 
the Market, or an honeſt Pa- 
 Glarkfons— ſtor of a Congregation ſhould 

. 3 fi | P d Gl 

piſcopacy. Signification of Pope, and Glo- 
868 EN xg Lord Biſhop,or that Ecleſia, 
2 Congregation of private Chriſtians, muſt 
now ſignifie a Conclave or Claſſis made up 
of Ceatures ordaining one another, as di- 
ſtinc from the reſt of Mankind, and im- 
poſing themſelves and their Order, on the 
true Clergy of Je ſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 5. 2. For. 
all which and Volumes more, the common 
lea is Antiquity, and every word in the 
F=7:ting* of the Fathers (tho Children in 
Compariſon) that ſounds in their Favour, 
muſt be canoniz d by thoſe whoſe Intereſt. 
and Poſſeſſion are Co- incident with late Ac- 


ceptations and New Models; but if Men. 


would lay down pre- conceived Notions, and 
Exerciſe their Faculties in, and about the 
Rules and Directions contained in the Holy 
Scripture, they might there find the Nature, 


Kind and Order of Oriſtian Churches, plainer 
than in all the Writings of fallible Men, 
which muſt, after all, be tried by the ſame 


| Rule we are under; and yet were all thoſe 
Ir 4 Authentick, which are pretended, 
to have been written in the next Age after 


Abe. Apoſtles (which few. believe) and all 
. © paſſages 8 to Church-Order 


and Government collected together, they. 


v 


hat Epiſcopen, from a Clark of 


agrown up into an Eccleſiaſtical 
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ay be Serviceableto the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
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The Preface. 

would not amount to what is more clear and 
fully contained in thęſe only True and Ca- 

nomcal Church Hiſfories, we have in the 
Four Evangeliſts, the Afts of the Apoſtles 
and other paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
and. yet the retrieving of the Primitive 
Church-Forms and Orders continue under 
many Difficulties, the firſt Knot: mult be 
laſt untied, and that uſually is the hardeſt. 
The Dioceſan and National Church-Forms 
firſt invaded! the Congregational, and ſet” 
themielves up as a New Incomprehenſible 
kind ofIndependentChurches:But the Biſhop 

cf. Rome by his univerſal Chaim, advances the 
unintelligible Notion ofa Catholick Church, 


and extinguiſhes thoſe late Uſurpers. 


And tho all Reformed Chriſtians have caſt. 


ff the pretended Authority of that Univer- 


al Biſhop, yet for the moſt part they are ſtill 
adhering to nationals Forms, and very few 
omply with the Primitive Church Order 
ad Government, for ſome altogether De- 
ſpiſe theſe Inquiries as no Effential Part of 
Chnitamty, nor at all neceſſary to Salvati- 
n, and it may be ſo, and | a very 


nce which 


pr elſe we ſhould never a heard fo much of 


t in the Writing and Practice of the A- 
poſtles. And others think it time enough to 


tudy this thing when call'd to be Officers, 
h ik none but P 
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"The Prefuce. 
Buſineſs, or that Men need not ſtudy th 
Law till called to the Bar, and indeed the 
Neſcince of ſome in this matter, who de 
- fire to be Teachers of others, yet ſcarce coul 
tell what a Goſpel Church is, or give a Rea 
fon of their Call to the Miniſtry, nor what 
it is that makes a Paſtor or a Church Mem 

ber; I day it is ſuch as theſe of whom 
have met with many, that have excited mi 
to Publiſh theſe following Lines, to Pro 
yoke others that are qualifi d to bring Trut 
into a clear Light. 
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CHAPT E R 5 3 
HE Species and Form of Chriflian church. 


es Divine Jnſtitution. 


CHAEO 
Mat is meant by 8 of Grip. 
The Sb; 1 1 BY of a Chriſtian Charc 
"EM 7 «Gries 5 
7 / Church Covenant, 
r v. 


Hat neither Profeſſion, Cohabitation ner 
tif, WES Church- Member ſhip. _ 
C HAP. VI. 
f Local and Perſonal n. 
r 
he Power, Rights and Priviledges of a Chrifti- 
an Church, viz. To admit Members. 2. 
70 Excommunicate. 3. To Chooſe and Or: 


dain their own Officers. 

, 915 A P. VIII. 

at is meant 'y Office or Officer. 
CH A P. N. 


Pe Kind = Soris of * in Chrifian. : 
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The Contents. 
Churches, viz. Deacons, Ruling Elders, aud 


Fafors. 

| EAPO: 
Of the means to preſerve Officers in Chriſtian 
4 GS hurches. 


CH A ff 75 
Of Uninterrypted Succeſſion. : 
„ {© , F. XII 10 
Of Impoſition of Hands. i 
eller vu. / 
Of the Manner of Popiſh Ordination. 
4 C # A g. XIV. 
Of Primative Ordination, and what it is, ith 
Anſwers to fo, Leeſon: Ty 
Where the Righ 7 I ing and Ordaining 0 | BY 
ficers is Lodg d Daciti 
8 H A P. XVI. igiou: 
 AltChurches are Co-ordinate. Rocket 
| CRAP ATE: ind J. 
The end for which Particular Churches are In- ar F. 
ftirnted, and Communion of Churches. t f 
0: H'A'P. Nl. 
Of _ dme 
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The Specs nd Form of Chri- 


ftian 1 hurches are of Di- 
wine 1 e 7 


- EN, being naturally. ſociable 
BIN Creatures, and bound to 
O IA V 4 worſhip God in all their Ca- 
pacities : We may conceive, That Re- 
igious Aſſemblies for Eccleſiaſtical and 
Social Worſhip are founded in the Law 
2 and Light of Nature: But the particu- 
far Form, and Kind of Churches we 
mmuſt find in Holy Writ. And altho” 
ome hold, That Churches are but in 
eneral intimated in Scriptures, and 
at the Kind and Form is to be found 
la che. Canons of Popes, and Prelates, 
pe Edicts of the Civil Magiſtrates; yet 
is very probable we ſhall find, That 
Fhurelies in General are founded in the 
1 a and Light of . and the par- 
10 oY 8 


. . Thus called dec 


A 


ticular Kind and Form to be of Divine 
Inſtitution. 
For we find in the New Teſtement 
mention made of divers particular 
Churches; as that of, or in, Jeruſalem, 
Antioch, Corinth, Coloſſe, Tbeſſalonica, 
and of many Churches in 
ere, Judea, Aſia, &c . And inſtit 
before N theſe Primitive Churches Orde 
Fleſ, 974 - - were all of one Form and Lord 
Bur one Church Kind, 1 Cor. 7.17. So Paul 2. 
in Judea, Ordain'd i in every Church, or C 
not Parochial in one Place, Jeſus 
Divceſn in another, and National in God 
4 Third, 1 Cor. 11. 16. We have no parti 
ſuch Cuſtom, nor the Churches of God. dum 
But their: Cuſtoms could not a been the Band 
fame, had not the Forms and Kind of that 
Churches been the ſame, Cc. hur 
ITbe Churches we read of, were all the 
formed into Chriſtian Order and Fel- 
Jowſhip, in few Years after the Aſcen- 
ſion of our Saviour, by the Direction 
_ of his Apoſtles, and other lnfallible} 
Miniſters, as will appear from theſe 
following Scriptures, and many more 
of che like import, 1 Cor. 11. 16. They 
are called the Gburohe c , God. 1 Per 
5/24 The Block f God: x. Theff/12344, 
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CPS > 
only to ſignifie their Excellency above 
all other Aſſemblies ; But alſo, becauſe 
nent God was the Author and Founder of 
ularſlthem, as he was of the Church in te 
lem, Time of the Old-Teſtament, Deut. 23. bo 
nica, 1. and Micab 2. 5. Tis in the Original, I 
s in The Church of Jehova, becauſe he did 
And Inſtitute and Appoint their Form and 
ches Order: So the Lord's Supper, and the 
and Lord's Day, becauſe inſtituted by him. 
Paul 2. Theſe Aſſemblies, Congregations, 
rch, for Churches are ſaid to be in Chriſt 
lace, Jeſus, 1 Theſſ. 2. 14. The Churches of 
1] in God, which in Fudea, are in Chrit. The 
; noParticle in (,) is often rendred ſecurs 
dum, Or per, as John 5.21. 1 Cor. 10. 2. 
and Chap. 1 2. 9. and ver. 13. &c. 80 
that the Senſe may be, That theſe 
hurches were by, or according to 
Ithe Inſtitution and Appointment of 

hriſt, Ge. „ 
3. Theſe Churches, the Apoſtles did 
ſtabliſh in the Faith, Acts 16. 5. That 
, the whole Doctrine of the Goſpel; 
he Chriſtian Religion, of which Churel» 
Order is a Part; and Ads 15. 41. theſs 
hurches were confirmed, and the ſame 
poſtle, 1 Cor. J. 17. did. inſtitute! and 
rdain Things needful in every Church; 
nd 1 Cor. 11. 34. did ſet things in yo 
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of Chriſtian Churches : 


the "Humour of Popes, 
Dukes, to model and diſpoſe them ac- 


de That the Model and Form of 
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der, in, or amongſt them, Ads 20. 27. 
He declar d to them the whole Coun- 


cil of God; and wer. 30. Shews them 


all Things, Oc. 
Now if thoſe Primitive Churches 


were the Churches of God, and in or 
according to Jeſus Chriſt, 


eſtabliſhed 
and confirmed hy the Apoſtles, and ſet 


in Order by them; then that Kind and 
Form of Churches are of Divine Inſti- 


tution ; But if Jeſus Chriſt hath not in- 
ſtituted the Frame, Form and Species 


not inſtituted any thing concerning 
Churches ; for nothing in Scripture is 
laid down plainer, than what the Form 
and Kind of thoſe Churches were. And 


to deny this, is to ſay, that Chriſt hath 


not been ſo faithful in his Houſe as Mo- 


ſes was, and that Paul did not declare 
the whole Council of God to the 


Churches, nor ſhew them all Things; 


Bot, in this Important Concernment 


has left his Diſciples and Followers to 
Kings, and 


cording to their own carnal Intereſts, 


5 and Deſigns, . &c. 


bj. But ſome, who own all this, 


Chure ve 


Then he hath E 


" "CY 
Churches mentioned in the New- Te- 
ſtament, were only Temporary, and in 
Compliance with the Neceflity of that 
Infant-State of Chriſtianity : But, in 
Time, to be chang'd into another thing, 
and to appear in the World in a far 
different Figure from what it was when 
it came out of the Hands of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. ; 

Anſw. 1. But this is freely ſpoken, 


| for where has Chriſt or his Apoſtles 


ſaid, T he Primitive Order and Form of 


| Churches ſhould be chang d? When? 


By whom? or into what other form? 
2. A Change could not be for the. 


better, for the firſt Founders were In- 


fallible, and thoſe that ſince have made 
the Change, were at leaſt Fallible, if 
not Men of ſecular and intemperate Spi- 
Heeg. c 7 55 
3. What End ſoever Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles had to inſtitute the Primitive 
Form and Kind of Churches, the ſame 
Reaſon and End remains for the Conti- 
nuance of it; nor has there ever been 
any thing offered for the Change there- 
of, but the growth and increaſe of 
Chriſtianity, which may be a Reaſon to 
increaſe the Number of Churches; but 
not to Change and deſtroy the Primi- 
B23 - > nn 
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(69 
tive Form, &c. As the increaſe of Scho- 
lars may for the multiplying of Schools, 
Cc. And if the Reaſon for the Inſtituti- 
on be immutable, ſo is the Inſtituti- 

on, Cc. 
4. No Church Form hitherto deviſed, 
Whether National, Provincial, Dioce- 


ſan, Parochial, Cc. All which are of 


different Kinds from that deſcribed in 


the New Teſtament, have been ſo apt- 
ly diſpoſed to attain and preſerve the 
propoſed, as that which Chriſt 
did Appoint; and therefore, that Form 
ovght to be continu'd, for the Dictates 
of Nature concurring with Divine Inſti-| 


Ends 


tution are unalterable. 

J. *Tis ſtrange, that many who deny 
the Divine Right and Continvance of 
the Form and Species of particular 
Churches, do yet hold and plead for a 
Divine Right and Succeſſion of Church- 
Officers. As if a Government ſhould 
inſtitute a Succeſſion of Mayors, but 
not of Corporations ; of Sheriffs, but 
not of Counties; when Churches are no 
more made for Officers, than Man for 
The Sabbath; and to affirm that Chriſt 
inſtituted a Continuance of the ſame 
kind of Biſhops or Presbyters, and the 


Pope:or Civil Magiſtrate to determine 
97: e | 


the 


| Scripture. 


C7) 

the Form and Kind of Churches to which 
they relate, is what requires more Proof, 
then a bare Affirmation. 

6. And though there has been great 
Expence of Learning, to prove that the” 
Modus or Manner of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment, is not determin'd in the 
Yet the main Queſtion ſeems 
to have been over-look'd, viz. Whe-- 


ther Chriſt and his Apoſtles did not de- 
termine the Species and Form of Chri- 
ſtian Churches? And while this has 
been neglected and deſpiſed, The Diſ- 
pute has been amongſt themſelves, who 
| ſhould Rule and Govern the Flocks of 


Chriſt, whether Pope, Biſhop, Claſſis, 
or Civil Magiſtra ere: 
Whereas the Inſtitution it ſelf An- 
ſwers the whole 99 1 4 for that in- 
cludes the Species and Kinds of Officers, 
with ſuch plain and general Rules, Ex- 
amples, and Directions for Applicati- 
on to particular Caſes; as comprehends 
the Modus and Manner of Church -Go- 
vernment ſo well as the Thing it ſelf; 
for there is no doubt, but the Frame and 
Form of the Jewiſh Church was by Di- 
vine Appointment: And if any will in- 
quire after the Mode and Manner of 


that Church-Government ; *tis the Old 
| | Teſta- i 


B 4. 


"TT 
Teſtament that muſt direct them; and | 
the New Teſtament muſt tell us, how 
the Churches of Chriſt are now to be 
govern'd; nor as it eaſie to aſſign any 
Occurrence of Previdence, wherein we 
have not ſome general Rules, with ſome 
Inſtance or Example ſufficient to direct 
us in the Application to particular Ca- 
ſes. And beſides this, The Churches 
of Chriſt have ground in Scripture to | 
| ſupport their Faith, that Chriſt will af- F 
ford them ſufficient Aids and Aſſiſtances 
of his Spirit to guide them into all Truth, 


John 8. 32, and Chap. 16. and 13. ng 
5. The Form of Goſpel-Churches, one . 
conſiſts of ſuch Properties, that *tis not T} 
poſlible to change any one Part, with- Þ-., 

ont deſtroying the very Being of it; |; 
and this will appear in what follows; B. © 
where that Kind and Form is deſcribed, B>z 
in which, ſuppoſe any one Part taken a- Nn 
way, and ſomething or nothing 1ntro-- ſp... 
duced in the room of it, it can no long- Com 


er remain a Church of Chriſt, call it eg | 
whatever you pleaſe; ſo that all other 
Churches however denominated, are not of th 
| only inconſiſtent with, but deſtructive al A 
. of that Church- form we find inſtituted | 
| in the New Teſtament. N 


CHAY: 
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CHAT WED 


ret Nhat is meant by a C burch f | 


hes CH K IST. 451 
: to 
af- Church of Chriſt, is a Society of 
ices | 


Chriſtians, confederatin g to keep 
ach, up the Adminiſtrations of the Goſpel, in 
ja perſonal Communion and Fellowſhip 


hes, one with another, 
ea The Name denotes the Thing Eccle- - 
in- Baz, Congregation or Aſſembly, one or 
ho, two cannot make a Church; nor is that 


; a a Church, properly ſpeaking, whoſe 
e Number is ſo great as never did, nor 
can meet together in one Place, for 
Perſonal and Preſencial 
os” Communion *. The Sub- * One Family - 
ther et Matter muſt be Chri- #* #00 line for 
ians; the conſtitutive Act © Kingdom”, 
and 1 World 
of this Memberſhip, mutu- 700 big for one 
e Agreement and Confe- Fanih. 
deration; the Form is that 
relative Union, or that Relation, they 2 
AL. W in one towards another; os End 
N B 15 | 18 


| C16 ) 
is the Glory of God, Edifcation of, and 
watching over. one another, and the 
Converſion of others, by keeping up tlie 
Publick Adminiſtrations of the Goſpel. 
The Term Church is collective, and 
ſignifies more than one, which excludes 
the Fancy of a Church Virtual; one 
Man, Pope, or Cardinal is in no better 
ſence a Church, than a General is an 
Army, or a Colonel a Regiment. 
By a Society, is under ſtood a deter- 
minate Number ot incorporated Mem- 
gers conſtituting and making up that So- 
ciety. Biſhops and Prieſts alone, can 
no more make a Church, than Officers 
without Soldiers can make an Army; 
neither have the Officers ſo much as thie 
Name ( Church) given them in Scrip- 
ture. But in many Places diſtinguiſhed 
from the Churches, as. Ats 20. 17, 18. 
The Elders are exhorted to take Care 
of the Church, and 1 Pet. 5 2. the 
People are diſtigguiſned from their Offi- 
cers, and they are called God's Clergy: 
Nor is it a Flock of Shepherds that are 
to be fed. | 
Every Church is a Company, but eve- 
ry Company is not a Church, though 
ſametimes a Rout of People may be cal- 
5 | whould 
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ſhould we ſuppoſe a Company of true 
Chriſtians, and their Meetings deſigned 
to a Religious End, yet that does not 
make them a Church; for then all Meet- 
ings to viſit the Sick, or Baptize Pet 


ſons, would make ſo many Churches, 


and the End of ſuch Solemnities the Diſ- 
| ſolution of them, which is abſurd. 
And though the Church Catholick be 


not the Subject of this Diſcourſe, yet be- 


| cauſe it's neceſſary to keep a clear Di- 
ſtinction between the Notion of a parti- 
cular Church, and the Church Catho- . 
lick; that no Confuſion may ariſe from 
the Uſe of the Word in different Signi- 


fications, it may be uſeful to conſider 
what ſome underſtand by it. 


called, 


tis Pre- 
4. Some under- 


dedience; but if this be Senſe, 
carious and Arrogant. 


ſtand the Catholick Church to imply a. 
Collection of all particular Churches in 
the World, as the Conſtituent Parts of 
one Univerſal Church; but then it mult : 
be ſuppoſed, that in, and over this Uni- 
verſal Political Church, there are, or 
ought to be ſome ſtated Officer, or Offi-- 
ears ordained and appointed for. 1 5 


1 
Papiſts means, the Church of Rome, ſo 
to whoſe Head and Hierarchy. 
All, as they ſay, are bound to yield O 


(12 ) 
Government and Adminſtrations ; But 
think no Proteſtant will afiirm any ſuch 
thing ever to have been in the World : 
But if it were fo, yet the Diſtinction 
between the Church Catholick and par- 
_ ticular Churches, muſt be acknowledg- 
ed; becauſe, that which may be ſpoken 
of the whole, cannot be ſpoken of eve- 
ry Part, Cc. 3. By Church Catholick 
may be underſtood all Chriſtian Proteſ- 
ſors in the World, without any fur- 
ther Reſpect, &c. 4. Others on bet- 
ter grounds vnderſtand all that ever are 
or were ſanctiſied, call'd in Heb. 12. 23. 
The Church of the firſt- born. Eph. 5. 23, 
26. Of which Chrijt 1s the Head, whom be 
ſanctiſies. Eph. 1. 10. That be may ga- 
ther together all in himſelf, all which are 
both in Heaven, and in Earth, &c. But 
here below on this Earth; there never 
has been any viſible Catholick Church 
organized with Officers, fixed and form- 


ed into Chriſtian Fellowſhip, capable of 


Goſpel Adminiſtrations. And though 


the Notion of Church Catholick may 


be admitted in a due qualified Sence, 
yet when Order, Government, and 


- Diſcipline are ſpoken of, we muſt ſup- 


poſe the Subject thereof to be ſome parti- 


cular Church; and whatever may be oy, 
| for 


— 


ted by divers Authors, That neither of 


| ſince the Apoſtles Days, introduced by 
| humane Contrivance, ſo that nothing 
need here be ſaid to obviate thoſe Pre- 
tenſious. 
| they uſually bring their Examples of 
| the Jews, and the Prophecy of Jſaiab 
66. 8. That a Nation ſhall be born in a 
Day; bur whether that be yet fulfilled, 
is a Queſtion, and if it had been ſo, that 
the Jewi/h Nation had been Converted 
in Days paſt, it would have been im- 

poſſible for all to have met in one Place 
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for other Church Forms different from 
the Congregational, as National, Dio- 
ceſan, Par oc hi il, Cc. So denominated 
from their reſpective Diſtricts, it hath 
been plainly and frequently demonſtra- 


them have any Foundation in Scripture, 
but that ail thoſe Forms have been long 


As for a National Church, 


for the Exercile and Adminiltration of 
the Goſpel-Order, Government and 
Worſhip, as New-Teſtament Churches 


mult and ovght todo; fo that they muſt. 


of Neceſſity have quitted their National 
Church Conſtitution, together with 
their Religion, into a Congregational 
Form; for Aſſembly, Church, and Con- 
gregation, being all Synonimous Terms 
and Names given to the ſame Fhings ; 


* - that 


—_— 
that which cannot be predicated, in any 
tollerable Sence of every of them, can- 
not be predicated of any one; there- 
fore, if there be no ſuch Thing as a Na- 
tional Congregation, there is no ſuch 
Thing as a National Church, For 
Church-Government, ©ider and Diſci- 
pline, is not to be extended beyond the 

bounds of à worſhipping Congregation, 
Ads. 20. 28. Feed the Finc*, over which 


the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers. ; 
And Heb. 13. 7. Remember them that rule 
over you, who have ſpoken to you the Word 


of God. 


N 


— * 
. 


CHAP UW. 
The: Matter of a Church, or the 


Qualifications of the Mem- 
bers conſtituting and making 


1p this Society miſt be Chri- 


; ſtians. 


"T* Hoſe who in the Primitive Times 
were called Diſciples, Believers, 
Chriſtians, and Saints, Names which in 


thoſe 


. a ; 
* 


(15) 


thoſe Days were not uſed to diſtinguiſh 
real from ſeeming Chriſtians ; ſignified 
all profeſſing Chriſtianity, whoſe Con- 
verſation did not ſpeak Contradiction to 
their Profeſſion, theſe were in the Judg- 
ment of Charity ( which then bated. 
ed) eſteemed to be what they were de- 


E nominated without thoſe Additions. 

which now. Men have taken up and 
made neceſſary, from the 1 nel and 
„ hypocrifie of ſome, and the eontraded 
7 narrowneſs of others. 


Real Chriſtianity is indeed deſired in 


all Church Members, yet no Man pre- 
= tends to judge the Hearts; neither do 
any require Evidences of Election or in- 
fallible Demonſtrations of real Conver- 
ſion, as the Conditions of Church-mem- 
berſhip; but only a credible Profeſſion 
of Faith, and that is or ought to be 
F eſteemed ſo, in all whoſe Converſations 
| are therevnto agreeable: There are 
ſome Defects which may be ground e- 


nough to keep out, which being diſco- 
vered after taken in, may not be war- 


rant ſufficient to caſt out; Quod fieri non 


debet factum valet, Groſs Ignorance, 


' thoſe who cannot diſcern the Lard's Bos. 


dy, or the Prophane that have no Reve-- 
rence to his TR are not. fit for theſa - 
| Socieg 


* 


(16) 
Societies, the Pearls and Priviledges of 
Chriſts Churches are not to be caſt be- 
fore ſuch ; but he that is in the Faith, 
though weak, is to be received, Rom. 
14. 1. And thoſe whom the Lord hath 
receiv'd, are to be imbraced, however 
the Knowledge or Grounds to believe 
thoſe Qualifications, may come to the 
Church, whether by Letters of Recom- 
mendation, as Rom. 16. 1, 2. and John 
9. 10. Or by the Teſtimony of ſuch, 
who by Converſation and Acquaintance 
have found Evidence to believe it, may 
be ſoffigient ground of Reception: Tis 
an extream to require, as Conditions of 


Communion, Publick and open Declara- 
tions, or poſitive Evidences of the Time 


and Manner of Converſion, the Spirit 
blows when, and where, and how it 
pleaſeth, and it's Methods are variable 
and vnaccountable in, and by many true 
Converts themſelves; and therefore no 
Warrant in- Scripture to require ſuch 
Narratives. The Blind Man knew 
- that he had been Blind, and then could 
ſee; but how he came to receive his 
ſight he could not tell: The Effects of 
Converſion any ways manifeſted to the 
Congregation. by Profeſſion, and a Chri- 
- ſtian Converſation; is all that can be re- 


quired, 
Deſire 
hey 01 
110N. 
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eſt in 
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quired, and ſuch having ſignified "their 
Deſire to joyn in Church-Fellowſhip, 
hey ought to be received into Commu- 
110N. | > 14 

'Tis true, we have a Perſonal and Os 
ral Account of Paul as to the Manner 
of his Converſion, Acts 9. 27. And the 
eſtimony of Barnabas, as to his Beha- 


viour in Preaching at Damaſcus; yet 
this Preſident is no Warrant to require 
the like of all Perſons who do not free- 
dy offer it; for that Caſe was extraor- 
dinary, Paul having been a notorious 
perſecutor, the Diſciples might expect 


more Evidence then ordinary of his Sin- 


cerity. But generally ſpeaking, what- 


ſoever qualifies for Adult-baptiſm, qua- 
lifes for Church Communion ; and we 
hear of no Queſtions put to the Eunuchz 
Bus if tho# believeſt with all thy Heart, 
thou maiſt be baptized, Acts 8. 379, 

And as for the Modern Practice of 
writing Experiences in Order to. Admi- 
tion, this ſeems to have no more 
Ground in Scripture than reading of 
Sermons; one ſincere Expreſſion, | of 
Lord I believe, help my Unbelief, accom- 
panied with Evidence of an agreeable 
Life and Converſation, is beyond the 
ſtadied Artifice of written Experiences. 


- 


(18) 
Many good Chriſtians cannot write, 
(certainly in the Primitive Times all 
could not) and ſome now have not 
preſence of Mind to expreſs themſelves 
in Publick, and yet may not want 
means to convey their Thoughts and 
Reaſon of their Hope, to the Church, 
by ſome of the Officers or Brethren. 

And after all, ſhould a Church be im- 
poſed upon, and a Judas taken into 
Communion, the Remedy is in their 
own Hands, for an abſolute. Certainty 
cannot be expected; none can inſpett ſitutes 
the Heart but God, and a bare poffibi- ſiſay M 
lity is not enough, that lets in all the to an 
World, Tis therefore only a proba-Agree 
bility of Converſion that is left to us, Serva 
according to that Judgment of Charity nant « 
which ariſes from a voluntary Profeſſion Super 
df Faith; credibly fignificant of the Dead 
Things profeſs'd, together with a ſuita- have 
ble Practiſe, and this is all we can come Pif the 
at, and ſhould be fatisfied with in this Þhimſt 
Matter. Yi | 
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CHAP. IV. 
OF Church Covenant. 


IN Autoal Conſent, Covenant and A- 


greement to keep up the Publick 


Adminiſtrations of the Goſpel as reveal- 


ed in Scripture, is that which conſti- 


tutes a particular Church of Chriſt; I 


ſay Mutual, that is, one with, and one 


to another; *tis not a Confederacy or 
Agreement with a Paſtor, as ſuch ; like 
Servants to a Maſter, that do not Cove- 


nant or Joyn to each other, but to their 
Superiour only, who being Abdicated or- 
Dead, the Mates and Fellow-Servants- 
have no more Relation to one another, 
if they had any before, but every one for 


himſelf to get another Imployment, 

I ſpeak this to expoſe that Practice, 
which is too much uſed now in England 
where many Congregations, called 


Churches, never thought of any ſuch 
thing as Covenanting and giving up 
themſelves one to another ; But are ad- 
mitted by the Miniſter to certain Ad- 
1.9 miniſtrations, 


— 


( 20 ) 


miniſtrations, as a Captain inrols his 


Soldiers; and if Death, or a better, oc- 
caſion, remove him, the People, like a 
disbanded Company, look not on each 
other as under any tie of Special Relati- 
on; but all at liberty to ſhift for them- 


ſelves, without fear of Schiſm. 


Churches may have been before the 
Scriptures. were written, and ſo the O- 
riginal Account of their Inſtitutions be 
wanting; but for ought appears, there 


was no Church in the World before 
Moſes Time; that is, all Religious Wor- 
ſhip was performed in, and by particu- 


lar Perſons, and Families, not by Fami- 


Les incorporate, till the Children of 


Iſracl came out of Egypt, for we read not 


of any common or fixed Place of Wor- 
ſhip, or laſtitution of the Prieſts Office 
diſtinct from the Fathers or Maſters of 


Families, *till Moſes by the Direction 
and Command of God eſtabliſh'd the 


Church in the Wilderneſs, A&s 7. 38. 


Since which time we have ſufficient Au- 


thority when, and where the People of 


God did enter into, and renew their 
Church Covenant before the Lord; and 
it ſeems impoſſible, that Churches ſhould 
have been formed in, or by any other 


Way or Manner. 
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| For ſuppoſe a Syſtem of Laws adapt- 


ed and ſuited, not only to and for par- 
ticular Perſons and Families, but Socie- 
ties and Corporations; there will be an 
abſolute neceſſity for individual Perſons 
and Families to incorporate; and that 
cannot be done but by mutual Conſent, 


| Covenant and Agreement amongſt them- 
ſelves, to and with one another. Tis 


true, There is no Subject of Law, but 


individuals, becauſe all Corporations 
are made up of ſuch; yet there are ma- 


ny Precepts which no particular Perſon 
can be oblig'd to obey, otherwiſe then 
as he is a Member of a Body Politick; 
and though ſuch Precepts may not affect 
a Man in his ſingle Capacity; yet, be- 


cauſe every Man is bound to al] the Laws 


and Inſtitutions of God, and ſome Du- 


ties cannot be perform'd but in Socie- 
ties; every individual becomes bound 


to incorporate himſelf into, or with 
ſome Society, where he may be capable 
of doing his Duty. For Example, let 
us ſuppoſe Commands for Religious 


Faſts and Feaſts, and ſtated Times of 


Convocations for the Publick Worſhip 
of God, it ſeems impoſſible, for particu- 
lar Perſons, regularly to perform ſuch 
Social Duties, without firſt incorpora- 


ting 


* r — — oe 
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ting themſelves by Conſent. For *tis 


80 


viduals to comply with. 


4 * 
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So t 
not enough, that particular Perſons ſub. Syſtem 
mit themſelves to thoſe Precepts which Maren 
relate to their Perſons and Families: they { 
Becauſe Man being a ſociable Creature, Þ obey. 
is bound to ſerve God with Publick and cepts 

Social Worſhip, and therefore the inſti- Þ abſolu 
tuted Way and Means for keeping up ty, 
fuch Duties is mutual Conſent and A- Þ bediet 
greement, to do that by many, which and N 
one or two cannot; ſo that 'tis every to ſig, 
Mans Duty to come into the Bond of I nant; 
this Covenant, Ezek. 20. 379. Now in Laws 
that Body of Laws, which God gave to Jof the 
the Children of Jſracl, we find many Teftin 
Precepts which could not affect them, ¶ mand 
neither as ſingle Perſons, nor in Virtue Þ you # 
of their Kindred or Cohabitation ; nor ¶ mand 

__ otherwiſe then as incorporated to, and Com! 
with one another by mutual Conſent and upon 
Covenant. As the Place of Publick I vena! 
Worſhip, the Tabernacle with all it's Þ Levit 
coſtly Utenſils, their expenſive Sacri- | Deut 
fices the Support of their Prieſthood, ¶ haſt 
the ſtated and appointed Feaſts, Aſ- Statu 
ſemblies, Convocations, Sabbaths, Ju- and 
bilees, Church-Cenſures, by cutting off; ¶ tutes 
or Excommunication of notorious Offen- Lore 
ders, and many other Particulars which I dren 
were impoſlible for unincorporated indi- I by t. 
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So that the Promulgation of ſuch a 
Syſtem of Laws, as God gave the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, of Neceſſity required 


they ſhould Agree and Confederate to 


obey. them. Now as thoſe Divine Pre- 


| cepts are every where given out, with 


abſolute Commands of exact Conformi- 


ty, with Poſitive Threatning for diſo- 


bedience; they have the true Notion 
and Nature of a Law, and Berith is uſed 
to ſignifie, not only Promiſe and Cove- 
nant, but Teſtimonies, Statutes and 

Laws, Exod. 31. 18. The Two Tables 
of the Teſtimony. Exod. 2. 21, 22. The 
Teſtimony that I ſhall give thee in Com- 
mandment, Deut. 4. 13. He declared” to 


you his (Berith) Law, which be com- 


manded you to perform, that is, Ten 
Commandments, Exod. 34. 28. write 
upon the Tables the Words of the Co- 
venant (#. e.) Ten Commandments, 
Levit, 26. 15. and 1 Kings 11.11, and 
Deut. 9. 9. and the 11. and 15. Thou 
haſt not kept my Covenant, that is, my 
Statutes which 1 have commanded thee ; 
and Levit. 26. 46, Theſe are the Sta- 
tutes, Judgments, and Laws, which the 
Lord made between him and the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael in Mount Sinai, or Horeb, 
by the Hands: of Ae, here is no men- 
Rieti ; : tion 


it was their Covenant, a Law as from 
God, and Covenant among themſelves: 


(24) 5 
tion ot 'a Covenant, nor Stipulations 
but Laws and Statutes of ot from God 
to Man: But as theſe preceptive Decla 
rations of the Mind and Will of God, 
did contain the Subject Matter in, and 
to which Moſes and the Children of 1/ra 
el did Agree and Confederate, the 
| have the true Notion of a Covenant a 
mong themſelves, and may therefore be 
_ call'd the Tables of the Covenant, Deut 
9. 11, &c. * 

Not that Law and Covenant are all! he 
one, for every one knows they are off.) ( 
different Kind: But thoſe Precepts com · /s) o 
ing from God are Laws, and as theyr Ag. 


were the Matter of their Agreement, the 
hurch 


hurch 
But. 


nd Ir 
pf this 
ich o 
aid, 4 
aid, u 
rſt C 
he fir 
onſer 
her; 
refe 
hat th 


Therefote the Author to the Hebrews, 
Chap. 9. 19, 20. referring to Exod. 24. Chun 
7. ſays, that Moſes having ſpoken every erſe 1 
| 9 to all the People, according to., n 
the Law, Cc. Moſes calls it the Cove- ale w 
nant; Not that God was a Confederate e 5tl 
in this Tranſaction, but a Law-giver, , 
and as it was Federal, it muſt be un- Td 
derſtood, a Church- Covenant; ſoſeilꝛth. 1 
ahd the Congregation, or Church: e 1 
Iſrael did Covenant and Agtee thy ande H 
—_— another e che Admi. , 7.6 
e 125 0 


ry, 


{ 025 - 


Ns nd Mbit of God, as in Ver. 3. f 
Jodf this 24th. of Exodus, All the People 
cla ich one Voice, or mutual Agreement, A 
od aid, Al the Words which the Lord hath. 
and aid, we will do: And ſeems to be the 
fra ſt Church-Covenant we read of: or 
heyſie firſt Church conſtituted by mutual 
t a onſent and Covenanting one with ano- 
- beſther ;; for, to this Time and Place A 
deut Is refers Deut. 18. 16. According to all 
Pat thou deſiredſt of the Lord in Horeb, 
e all the Day of the Aſſembly (Bi Jam bata- — 
e offs) (Hemerates Eccleſias) (in die eongio® | 
om-#/s ) or the Day of (Church Accord) 2 
they" Agreement (5. e.) without Violenies- » 7 
gent o the Words, the Day of their ln 
och hurching, or their entering into 4 
ves: Thurch- Order and Fellowſhip. 
rews | But in Deut. 29. The laſtitution for 
1 24. Church- Covenant is more explicite, Bo 
m_ berſe 1. Theſe are the Words f the Coꝰ - Oe 
0 ant, which the Lord commanded: Moſes to 
Fate with the Children of 1ſrael ; in verſe 
— e.zth. Moſes ſays, I have led you Forty 
river * &c. ih the th. Keep therefore the: *- 
un Nord of this Covenant; the oth; ang 
eil ztb. To ſtund all here this Day; ibm 
ch off may enter into Covenant with, or is © 
ande Hebrem requires, into the enam 408 | 
dm VE I Jelovab 8 mo er * 


- 


tions 


wee sf 0 9 3A , 
3 . 2 
- 14 +- i Li 


. 1 
$ ee * * — "2 ; 10 * q 
— . 5 : 8 * 
4 * * 1 * . & wh * 
5 I n 7 4 . 
” . 4 3 4 * 
7 « Ra : 


„ 
yy 


* 
* 3 F ? - . — * „ 
2 —— —— wy 2 — 2 * — RES / I — 2 
n _ - 


manded to renew this Church-Covenan! 
every Seventh Year, Deut. 31. 10. 4 
the end of every ſeventh Tear, in the Solem. 
. nity of the Tear of Releaſe, in the Feaſt a 


(26) 


the Lord. And werſe 14. Neither wit 


Von only do I, Moſes, make this Covenan 


Kc. So that the Confederates here ſpo 


ken of, were Moſes and the Church o 
Iſrael, one to, and with another. 
And it's very like, they were com 


Tabernacles, &c, All were to meet, tc 
hear, and learn the Law, Oc. And *ti 


_ probable, their Practice was very ofte 
.conformable to this Inſtitution, for thi 
Covenant made in the Days of Zedzkiah 
Jer. 34.8. Was the Time of Releaſe 0 
Liberty, to their Servants; and that 


made in the Days of Nehemiah 3. 9. and 
10. Chapters, was done at the Feaſt o 
Tabernacles; but if we have no exad 
Account of the Time or Years, in which 


they did renew their Church-Covenants 


yet *tis plain, they did it; Joſhua 2. 
I, 15, 26. 


and werſe 25. Se Joſhua made a Cove 


naut with the People that day. 2 Chron, 


15-10, 11, 12. Ig the Reformation mad: 


in the Church of the Jews in the Days 
of Aſa, all are gathered to e 


They put away their ſtrange 
| God's, and Promiſe to ſerve the Lord 


the v 
They 

Lord 
unto 1 
2 Chr, 
Kahal 
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a Coy 
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(27) 


the uſual Place for Church-meetings, 
They entered into a Covenant to ſeek the 


Lord God of their Fathers, and they ſware 
unto the Lord, to, by, or before God. 
2 Chron. 23. 3, 16. All the Congregation, 
Kahal Eccleſia, the whole Church made 
a Cavenant with the King in the Houſe of 


| the Lord; and verſe 16. Jehoiada made 
Ja Covenant between him and all the People, 
that they ſhould be the Lords. 2 Chron. 


34. 31, 32. Joſia the King made a Cove- 


'Y 72art before the Lord, and cauſed all the 


People to ſtand to it. Compare 2 Kings 


23. 3. Allthe People ſtood, or agreed to the 


Covenant. Ezra 10. 1, There aſſembled 
a very great Congregation, Kahal Eccleſia, 


a full Church- meeting; and ver. 3. Ezra 
8 propoſes to make a Covenant, with, 


or, before our God; verſe 12. All the 
Congregation agree, and ſay, as thou. haſt 


aid, we will do; and ver. 19. They give 


their Hands, to do accordingly. Fer. 


34. 8, 10. Zedekiah made a Covenant with 


all the People, and all the Princes, and Peo- 
ple enter d into it; verſe 18. This Cove- 
nant is ſaid to be made before the Lord, but 
with one another. Nehem. 8. 14. and 
9. 38. compared with Chap. 10. 29. At 
a Meeting of the whole Church, at the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles, they make a Cove- 
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nant (i. e.) the People, Princes, Prieſt 
and Levites, and enter into an Oath, | x04. 1 
obſerve the Laws of God. Can it be though an ſ 
that Men ſhould walk together, except the ext r 
be agreed, Amos 3. 3. + Co- 
Obj. But here is Objected, That th s 
Covenants mention'd in the Old Teſta yd the 
ment are not Church-Covenants, buſPeaſts 
Covenants God made with Man; Ge, Ponfec 
15. 18. The Lord made a Covenant witlſetweee 
Abram. Gen. 17. J. 1 will eſtabliſh m Lelatic 
Covenant between me and thee. Exod. 24 POd h 
8. The Covenant which the Lord madg1an as 
with you, Deut. 29. 12. That thou ſhould And 
eſt enter into Covenant with the Lord th dn of 
God. N Nove ha. 
Anſ. 1. Tis not ſaid, that the Covefells u. 
-nant, or Promiſe, mention'd in Gen Bara. 
17. was a Church Covenant; for we} Dec 
read of none perſonally preſent but AMind: 
bram, and one Man could not be : Promi. 
Church; nor do we find expreſs'd 01 bebe (1 
imply'd any Condition, and therefore ipr Di 
was no Covenant, but a free, and grand t! 
cious Promiſe, and the Particle ( Eth TA a 
or (nim) which are ſometimes renpnd w 
dered with, are in very many Placetual P 
5 rendered, Caram, apud, er ga, de, &c lar'd 
and (Bem) rendered, between, or apue ar 
mong, a Note of diſtindion, Job 30. 728% 
f 8 . | E x06 


g 
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reſts 7 5 ( 22 0 > 
th, x04. 11.7. Does no more require that 
ouph an mould be a Confederate, in the 
t the ext mentioned, than that he mould be 
Co- legiſlator, Levit. 26. 46. Theſe are 
t thLams which the Lord made between him, 
eſta yd the Children of Iſrael. Or that the 
bulfßeaſts of the Field, in Gen. 9. 16. were 
Gen onfederates. So that the Particle, 
- withhetweeen, can ſignifie no more then the 
5 1 xclation thoſe Laws, or Promiſes of 
1. 21 Pod had to Man, God as the Author, 
madman as the Subject. not a Tranſactor; 
oulgF And for the Significati- 
4 thun of the Word ( Berithy Les, Kc. 
ve have a Learned Critick - 18 fae. | 
Jovellells us, it's derived from 10. l 
Gen Barar) declarando (1. e.) 
5 we Declaration, or Manifeſtation of the 
AMind and Will of God, whether Law, 
3 Promiſe, or prediction; and that Dia- 
d ot veke (1 gnifies, Teſtament, Diſpenſation, 
ore ir Diſpoſition, and ſometimes Promiſe; 
| graÞ8d therefore are usd: to ſienifie both 
Eth Nau and Promiſe, when ſpoken of God, 
renÞ2d when apply'd to Men (where mu⸗ 
ace ual Pur poſes and Intentions, are de- 
cPlar'd and made to, by, and between 
or ane another) it is rendered Covenant, 
30. Teague, or Agreement. 
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(30 ) 
So that thoſe Scriptures may be o- 
therwiſe read, wiz. Gen. 15.18, The 
Lord made a Covenant (i. e.) a Pro- 
miſe, Gen. 17. 7. Eſtabliſh my Covenant 
between me and thee (i. e.) make good 
my Promiſe; or as Ainſworth, in Gen. 
9. 14. Stable in his Promiſe; for 
( Berith ). in thoſe and many other Pla- 
ces, Imports no more then a free, and 
gracious Promiſe ; as Gen. 9. 8, 9, 10, 


14. My Covenant, that is, my Promiſe; 
Numb. 25. 12. My Covenant of Peace, is 


my Promiſe of Peace; and to make this 
plain, compare Ger. 1 3. 15. All the 
Land which thou ſeeſt, 1 will pive to thee 
and thy Seed; in Chap. 17. 7, 8. tis thus 
expreſs'd, 1 will eſtabliſh my Covenant 
between me and thee, and will give to thee 


and thy Seed, the Land wherein thou art a 


Stranger: Compare theſe with Deut. 9. 
4, 5. We find all Conditions excluded, 
therefore no Covenant, but a free Pro- 
miſe; for tis ſaid, Not for thy Righteouſ- 
meſs, or Unripghteouſneſs doſt thou poſſeſs 
their Land, &c. but that he may perform 
the Word, ( Dabar, the LXX. renders 
it, Diatheken) or Promiſe unto thy Fa- 
thers. And Exod. 24. 8. The Covenant 
which the. Lord made with you (i. e.) the 
Law which the Lord declared to, of 
i a 


before 
br C 


ord: 


they a 


o the 


And r 
are be 
ſignifi 


which 
of a 
and 1 
dience 
Confe 
feder: 
Man, 
Man 
on hi 
Obed 


) 4 
before you, concerning all theſe Words 


or Commands; which Senſe of the 
Vords are confirm'd, Heb. 9. 19. where 


they are calPd the Precepts according 
to the Law, which God injoin'd them. 
And many other Places, ſome of which 
are before mentioned, where Berith, 
ſignifies the Law, or Laws of God, 
which are always given out in the Stile 
of a Supream Lawgiver, commanding 
and requiring intire and continual Obe- 


Idience, and not in the Language of a 
Confederate ; for if thoſe Places import 


federal Tranſactions, between God and 


Man, nothing leſs can be required of 


Man as the Stipulation, or Condition, 
on his Part, than perfect and continual 
Obedience, Cc. This does not only 


put Mankind into à forlorp Condition, 


but ſeems ſtrange, That Almighty God 
having diſcovered, and ſhown to Man- 
kind their Frailty in Adam's Defection, 
ſhould make Propoſals to his Poſterity 
in a federal Way; and as this does lit- 


tle magnifie the Grace and Goodneſs of 


God in offering Bleſſings on Terms of 


unſinning Obedience, ſo neither does it 


manifeſt his Wiſdom, in entering into 
br 
frail, and impotent Creatures, Cc. Will 


Leagues and Covenants, with weak and 


C4. 


( 32.) 


a Soveraign enter into League with  influe 
Slaves, or Confederacy with Bankrupts, M prom 
Or Infants, where the Conditions are 
never like to be perform'd, Dent. 5. 29. 
Oh that there were ſach a Heart in them 'Þ 
And if any will ſay, that God in theſe Þ 
poſitive Commands does yet intend no 
more from Man, than ſincere Obedi- that C 
ence as the Condition of this Covenant; action 
ſo that unſining Obedience is not requi- any C 
red as the Terms of this, or any other But it 
Covenant between God and Man; is in kind! 
Effect to tell us, we are under a Diſpen- Diſpe 
{ation that allows ſome Degrees of Sin; Na per! 
Mr. Gale hath told us, That the Go- of Go 
p | {pel Diſpenſation as to it's Interform N we oi 
*or Eſſence is abſolute, and hath not Nis the 
© the Notion of a Covenant, but a Te- merc 
6  ſtament whereby Men abſolutely diſ- he h 
© poſe their Goods, Ads 3.25. Teſta- WM Chri! 
© menti quod diſpoſuit Deus ad Patres, N. 
© Heb. 8. 10. and Chap. 10. 16. Which Þ are! 
© the Old Latin Verſion renders, to diſ- the © 
© poſe by Teſtament, a Benefit freely be- W exp 
© queath'd and beſtow'd; not Syntbete, I beey 
© which depends on mutual Stipulations; fad 
and ſays he, if the Conditions are on! 
* freely given, then all is abſolute, for nan 
© Conditions in a Covenant, denotes, of « 
i} Moral Effcience, and bas a cauſal Chi 
| In- Ty 
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Influence upon what is conditionally - 


promiſed, which deſtroys the Free- 


5 dom of it; for then the Bleſſing of 


bpardon and Salvation may be claimed, 


Fatione Pacti, which approaches too 
near the Doctrine of Merit. 


* So that it is not clearly manifeſt, 
that God did enter into federal Tran. 
action with the Children of Iſrael, in 
any of thoſe Places defore-· mentioned. 
ut it ſeems plain enough, that Man- 
kind hath been the Subject of a TWo-fold 
Diſpenſation, the Law which contains 
a perfect Syſtem of the Mind aud Will 

of God reſpecting Man's Duty, and what 

we ought to do; and the Goſpel, which 
is the Revelation of God's gracious and 
mereiful Promiſes and Purpoſes, of what 
he has and will do, in and through 

Chriſt for the Salvation of Sinners. 

Now becauſe both Laws and Goſpel 
| are Declarations and [Manifeſtations of 
the Mind, and Will of God, both are 
expteſd | by the Word, Beritb, as hat 
been already ſhown; and becauſe, We 
find the ſame Word uſed to ſig nifie not 
only Law and Promiſe, but iſo Coves 
nant; it may be allow'd, that the Law 
of God being the Sub) e&-Marter of the 

Churches Ader, tis therefore ex- 


C 35 preſs d | 


Os 3 


preſod by the fame Word; for if the 
Matter of the Law did not contain a Co- 
venant or Agreement between God and Hand 1 
the Children of Iſrael, then it was ei- ſent, 
ther the Contents of a Covenant in and An 
among themſelves, or no Covenant at for nc 
all: But we do not find, that the Law but t 
of God had the Nature and Notion of were 
a, Covenant, with mutual Stipulations not I. 


{Stranj 
Num 


between God and the Children of Iſrael, fie, 8 
but they did Confederate. among them- Þ were 
_ ſelves to comply with all thoſe. Social cultie 


Duties requir'd of them as a Church or ſtions 


Body Politick; therefore may conclude; be ſh 


that the precepts and Commands given | wher 
by. Almighty God to the People of 1ſra- Þ their 
& were ſtrictly and properly Laws, to m 
and that thoſe Social Precepts contain'd N See 
in thoſe Laws were the Subject-Matter ſy Wor 
in and to which they did mutually .Co- I} {tanc 
venant and Agree among themſelves to WI 
keep and obſerve : So that the Doctrine ters, 
of the Covenants, whether of Works or Und 
Grace, have no Foundation in | thoſe I but 
Seriptures, brought to prove the Church tion 
Covenant, what ſoever Ground for them DaVI 
may be found elſewhere. TW. 
Obi. Tis further Objected, T bat the Jeru 
Old -Teſtament-Covenants could: 1999, b bl 1 
e becauſe. Rs DÞ- 
1 trans ; 45% 
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(37 ): 

Strangers and Children, included in tic 
Number of thoſe that did Confederate, 
and Infants cannot Reſtipulate, Con- 
Iſent, nor Diſſent, Cc. 

Anſw. The: Strangers were Proſclites, 
for none were to appear before the Lord, 
but the Clean; and the wn 
were not ſuch, "and the Children were 
not Infants; the Word is us'd to ſigni- 
fie, Seed and Poſterity, of which, they 
were to be ſuch as Had uſe of their Fa- 
ſculties, as could diſcern, and ask Que- 
ſtions, Exod. 1 2. 26. and ſuch as could 
be ſhown and taught, Exod. 13. 8. and 
whereas it is ſaid, Deut. 31. 12. That 
their Men, Women and Children, were 
to meet at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, Oc. 
See Neh. 8. 3. We find, they were Men, 
Women, and thoſe that could under- 
ſtand ; and Chap. 10. 28. It is faid their 
| Wives, their Sons, and their Daugh- 
ters, every one having Knowledge and 
Underſtanding ; theſe were not Infants, þ. 
but of ſome competent Years. of Diſcre- 
tion; and therefore ſome ſay, that our 
Saviour did not enter on his Work, till 
Twelve Years Old, and then came up to 
Jeruſalem with his Parents, Lale 2. 24. 

The Reaſons of Church. Conſtitution 


bs en Conſent, are Moral and. = F 
petu 
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C991. 
petual ; and the clearer that is, the leſs 


need of politive Inſtitutions. There- 
fore if the New-Teſtament Churches 


had been without Records and Examples 
of the Old; in this Matter ; it would 


have followed of Neceſlity, that their 
Church-way and-Order muſt have been 
formed' by Contederation among them- 
ſelves; for theſe Chriſtian Churches be- 
ing made up of Volunteers, whom God 
makes willing, by Calling them-into this 
Relation, not by Kindred or Cohebita- 

5 tion, but one of a City, 
er. 3. and Two of a Family X. 


So that it mult be (at leaſt Þ 


morally) impoſſible thoſe Social Inſti- 


tutions which are peculiar to particular 


Church-Order, ſhould be regularly kept 
up without the Conſent of the Members, 
and their mutual Covenanting one with 
another. And were it not for the great 


Oppoſition that ſome make againſt this 


Truth: it would plainly appear, That 
though by the New-Teltament Diſpen- 


ſations, we find the State and Form of 


the Jewiſh Church altered, yet the form- 


ing Churches, by Conſent, Covenant, 
and Agreement, ſeems plain enough to. 


be continued. As + 14. Theſe} name- 


1 hi 


CR). 1 
Accord ( Homothumadon ) uno Animo &f- 
conſenſu, by Conſent and Agreement. 
dt, 2. 1. They were all in one Place with 
one Accord, the fame Word, AGs 5. 12. 
Eith one Accord in Solomons Porch: here 
the Churches mutual Conſent and Place 
Jof Meeting is again mention'd. And 
that here is meant a Church-Confede- 
racy, is plain from the Context, ver. 1 1. 
Fear came upon all the Church; and they 
(the Church) were with mutual Con— 
ſent in Solomon's Porch; Ver. 13. And 
of the reſt, durſt no Man join himſelf to 
them (i. e.) to the Church; Ver. 14. 
But Believers were the more added to the 
Lora, that is, to the Church, Chap. 2. 
47. The Lord added to the Church ſuch as 
| ſhould be ſaved. Rom. 15. 6. That yo 
| may with one (Mind) glorifie Cod; the 
| ſame Word Homot ham adon, here again 
is ſpoke of Church Accord and Agree- 
ment; as appears from the following 
Words, viz. Ver. J. Wherefore receive ye 
one another, as Chriſt received" us to the. 
Glory of Cod; the Word, Proſlamba- 
nethe, may ſignifie Receive or Admit: 
1 his cannot be underſtood of Hoſpita- 
ble and Civil Entertainment, but a re- 
ceiving into Chriſtian Fellowſhip and 
Church-Communion. Nom. 14. 1. Him 


— — . 


(38) 


that is weak in the Faith receive; For Hi. 


God bath received him. 


Prebeminence amon 


ny 8 
into Church-Communion; for receiving 


Fellowſhip, becauſe tis oppoſed, ver. 
10. to caſting out. 
commend unto you Phæbe our Siſter, that 
you receive her in the Lord; and 


2 Cor. 6. 14. is ſpoken of Church Rela- 
tion and Communion, Be not unequal cia 
and h 


Yoaked with Unbelievers. 
Theſe Receptions ſuppoſe mutual 


Conſent, and *twas impoſſible to have 
been without it, and ſo does another 


. Word uſed on this occaſion ( Join.) Jer. 


50. 5, Let us Join our ſelves to the Lord 


in a perpetual Covenant; Expoſitors agree, 
that this is a Propheſic of the New-Te- 
ſtament Churches, and by joining to the 
Lord, is meant joining to the Church; 

that is, ſome one Church, Ads 2. 47 
Added to the Church, is in. Chap. 5 


_ ſaid, To be added to the Lord. N pi | 


13. of + the reſt durſt 10 Man 72 » 
b, C. 


Third Epiſt | 
of John wer. 9. I wrote to the Church, 1 
but Diatrophes who loveth to haue the 
oſt them received us| 
nor; that is, received not our Teſtimo- 
iven in recommending to the 
Church of ſome Believers fit to be taken 
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( 39 ) | 
.. e.) join in Fellowſhip. with the 
Fhurch as above-mention'd. Ads 9. 26. 
P anl aſſay d to join himſelf xnto the Diſci- 
Wes, that is, to the Church at Jeruſalem, 
Werſe 31. See 1 Cor. 1. 10. Epb. 2. 22 
Ind Chap. 4. 16. | : 
But Reception and Joining in Church 
Relation, cannot otherwiſe be than by 
Conſent, Covenant, and mutual Agree- 
nent. And though ſome of thoſe Texts 
Smongſt the many that may be produced 
mould bear another Sence, yet twill 
prove hard to exclude them all reſpect: 
to this Matter; for if 10me of the firſt 
ela- EChriſtian Churches did Aſſociate by ſpe- 
ally cial and infallible Directions of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, yet thoſe Directions 
ual could be no more than Motives to their 
ave mutual Conſent ; for we cannot imagine, 
her they were inſlaved into the Liberty of 
Jer. the Goſpel, and made Churches, and 
0rd Church-Members, whether they would 
ee, or no,; 'twas never the deſign of Chri- 
Le- ſtianity to deſtroy the Priviledges of 
Nature, which leaves every Man fad, ju- 
ris, and in Matters of Religion to chooſe 
for himſelf, and if Conſent were not ne- 
ceſſary, none could be blamed for refu- 
ſing that Relation; and it ſeems hard 
for any to deny this, Who knows what 
3 V N 


| 
| 


vant, or Subject, but by Vertve of his! 
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it is that makes a free Society. *TisÞ 
true, natural Relations do ariſe without Þ 
Conſent, neither is it poſſible to diſlolveF 


A: . 


them, the Father and Son will ſo remain] 
whether they will or no, but in all Mo- 
ral Relations *tis otherwiſe: No one] 
ſuſtalns the Relation of a Husband, Ser- 


own Conſent; and in Church-member- 
ſhip the Reaſon is of greater Force, be- 
cauſe therein he is the more eminently | 
and immediately accountable to Godfor 

his Choice. No Man, or Men can have Ec- ft 
cleſiaftical Juriſdiction over others, but 
by their own Conſent, 1 Cor.5.12. What Þ 
have we to do with thoſe that are without * . 
and whoever they be, eſpecially thoſe that 
own themſelves Fallible, and yet claim Ipoſe ! 
a Poxer over others in any Matters of n, a. 
Religion without Conſent, onght to pro- I. Men 


| duce their Letters, Pattents, and well Peoria. 


Vouched from the Arch-Biſhop of our ben 
Souls, Jeſus Chriſt; for all other Preten- apt! 


ces will be found too weak for ſo geit ides 
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Ont 
The 
hur 
Mer 
inter 


a Streſfs. 


Vila: e AE KN C.H'AP- 


(ar) 


„ * * g "I — 


1 La. A 


CHAS -v; 


Mo- Nyether Baptiſm, Profeſſion, or Cohabita-. 
one] tio» makes Perſons Church- Members, 
Ser- and ſo conſtitutes Churches, | 


his | 3 
ber-Abiſt,, Lutherans, & c. are Baptized, 
be- but are not thereby made Mem- 
ntly Pers of any particular Church, and iat 


for pe ſaid, that had a Man been Baptized. 
Ec- In any one particular Church, he ſhould, 
bur %% facto, become a Member of that 
hat Church, that muſt be denied; for what 
at? Ihen makes one a Member of one Church, 
hat Pvhich was Baptized in another. Sup- 
aim [poſe Papiſt, or any other Denominati- 

pn, 2 afterwards Deſires to become. 
Member of the Church of England, or 
cotland; what is it ſhall make him fo, 
vhen he was not Baptized into it; Re- 
aptiſm cannot, but Conſent may.;. be- 


and makes a Church-Member muſt both 
ontinne and ceaſe with that Relation :. 


Memberſhip by Excommunication. will 
p: Iinfer a Diſlolution of that Baptiſm Rh 
5 conſti- 


idea, whatſoever it is, that conſtitutes 


Therefore, if Baptiſm make me a 
hurch- Member, the Diſſolution of that 
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(42 ) | 
_ conſtituted the Memberſhip ; or if i; 
remains, it will make me a Church 
Member, and fo diſſolve the Excommu- 
nication; now to ſay, Excommunicati-i 
on diſſolves Baptiſm, infers a Neceſſity 
of Re-baptizing upon Re-admiſſion,ſ 
which is not required; and to grant 
that Baptiſm continues after Excommu-· 
nication, is to grant, that a Perſon may 
be ina baptized State, and yet no Church -· Nati 
member; which is to ſay, that Baptiſm 
doth not conſtitute particular Church -· 
memberſhip ; and 'tis evident, that ſome 
were baptized, and yet were not there - 
by made Members of any particular; 
Church; as Simon, Ads 8. 13. and the irtue 
Eunuch, A#s 8. 38. lemb 
Neither can Profeſſion of Chriſtianity »Ti 
alone conſtitute a Church, or make hriſt 
Church-Members, for then there would Ititute 
be but one Church in the World: Andere 
the Notion Name, and Thing of a green 
particular Church would be loſt, with wel 
all thoſe Relations, Benefits, and Privi- 
| ledges belonging to it, no ſpecial and 
mutual Obligations to maintain and keep 
up the Publick Worſhip and Adminiſt ra- 
tions of Chriſt, &c. No Officers but 
Popes, whoſe Relation as is pretended, 
muſt be Co- extenſive with the whole not 
„ World, 


- £08 } 

if i{orld, which is groundleſs, and ſup- 
urch. Ipſes a Univerſal Organized Church- 
nmu-Miſible, which yet hath never been, nor 
icati-Wn be; for, ſhould the bare Profeſſion 
eſſityhf a Goldſmith make Men Members of 
!00,Khat Company, the Maſters and War- 
rant ens muſt ſtand related to all that pro- 
1Mu-Weſs the Art, which amongſt Men would. 
maße abſurd, and amongſt Chriſtians, ir- 
ch National; *tis true, Profeſſion of Chri- 
LimBianity is one neceſſary Qualification, 
ich · ut all that magnified the Church of Je- 
ſome uſalem did not join to them, Ads 5. 
ere. z. Nor can we think the Eunuch, or 
ular Wimon Magus immediately upon, or by 
theMirtue of their Profeſſion alone, became 
Members of any particular Church. 


nity *Tis pretended, that Cohabitation of 
ukeFEhriſtians within certain Diſtricts con- 
2uld Mitute and make Churches; but if this 
Andere true, yet Conſent and mutual A- 
of afpreement cannot be excluded; for my 
Vith dwelling within this, or that Pariſh, or 
11-SHamlet, cannot make me a Church- 


finember whether I will or no. And if 

it ſhould be my Duty to Conſent, but 

do not, that Church, if any be there, 

hath no juriſdiction over me; how ac- 

countable ſoever I may be to God for 

not joining with them, though Cy 
a 
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„„ | 
tation is deſirable in order to a perſo. 
nal Communion of all the Members, and 
ſuch Proximity is. requiſite, as render 
the Ends of ſach Societies moſt attaina- 
ble; yet there appears nothing but Con- 
ſent, Covenant and Mutual Agreement, 
that can make particular Churches and 
Cliurch-Members, which Conſtitutes 
that Relation one to another, which is 
the Form of a Chriſtian Church. Yet 
ſome being willing to make the Porch 
Wider than the Church, pretend, that an 
explicite Covenant is not needful, but 
an implicite is ſufficient. But have not 
all ſufficient Means to ſignifie their Con- 
ſent, and explicitely to make Covenants 
and Agreements in all other Caſes; even 
the Deaf and Dumb can find ways to 
manifeſt their Conſent in Buying, Sel- 
ling, and many other Things; and 
ſürely, every one that can diſcern the 
Lords Body, and have any competent 
Knowledge in, and Affection to the 
Ways of God, need not plead Neceſſity 
for an implicite Covenant, if any thing 
intelligible can be meant by it; For if 
two cannot walk together, except they are 
ag reed, ſurely they muſt know one ano- 
thers Minds, and then tis explicite.. 
And if we conſider the Ends of Church 

Gann "i e eee 
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Glory of God, the Edification of one 
another, and the Good of others, of 
which more hereafter; it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that nothing leſs than an 
explicite Covenant can be requiſite to 
particular Church memberſhip. _ 
Obj. But if Church-Covenant be ne- 
rch Nceſſary to conſtitute Memberſhip, what 
Can ¶ warrant is there for Tranſient Member- 
but Þ ſhip? Or Communion at the Lord's Sup- 
not ¶ per by thoſe who do not enter into this 
on- Covenant, with that particular Church 
ats though Members of ſome other? Cr. 
ven Anſ. 1. Tis confeſs'd, The Lord's 
to supper may be proper to particular 
e1- © Church-memberſhip, and it's Admini- 
ind ſtration ipeculiar to Office, as theſe 
the Texts, and others, ſeem to Countenance, 
but I 1 cor. 10. 17. We leing many are one 
| Bread, or Loaf (i. e.) one Body, Cor- 
poration, or Church; for, or ſeeing 
that we partake of one Bread, 1 Cor. 
11.20, When ye, the Church, are come 
into one Place; and verſe 22, 23. ſhews 
it was a Church AQ. e 


2. Offi 


2. Officers and Members are as n 


Congregation to whom ſuch an Office 
belongs or ſtands related. 


little ground for Trauſent Memberſhip 
and the Diſtinction between fixt and 


' dence of God may change his Habitati. 
on and Circumſtances, ſo as to make i 


to communicate in this Ordinance, with 


(46) 


he ſam 


late, and correlate; and if the Admiiiſſomme 
ſtration of the Lord's Supper be peculiſſſſÞers, u 
ar to Office, it cannot regularly, be cxſſſ{transfe 


Membe 
are rec 
boad, 
tion, 
On z © 
thougl 
Jeruſa 
Churc 
ſie to 
to cl: 
Suppe 
belon 
any 
another Church in the ſame Neighboui- Chur. 


tended beyond the Members of the 
3. It may follow then, that there! 


Tranſient is of ſmall Signification ; to 
no Member is {o fix'd, but the Provi 


neceſſary to change his Relation; and 
for a Member of one Church to defir: 


hood, ſeems to want Reaſon; for be chat, 


that hath Bread in his own Houſe, needif deal 
not go abroad for it : But when the 


Providence of God carries him to 1 


1 Diſtance, it may be for his Edi- 
cation and Duty to join himſelf a Mem- 
ber to the Church in that Place where 
he is, during his Aboad there, which 


muſt, and ought to ceaſe at return to 


his firſt Habitation; ſo that ſuch a one 


hall be a fix d and ſtated Member of 


one, and but of one Church at one an 
the 


aS nt 
Lmigi 
ecul 
Je er 


flice 


ere | 


rovi 


itati. 
ke it 
| and 
leſire 
With 
)OUr- 
r he 


need 

the 
[oO 4 
Edi. 
lem- 
here 
ich 
1 to 


one 
r of 
and 
the 


Kommendation given to Travelling Mem- 
pers, may run in ſuch a Stile as ſhall 


Members, to the Church to which they 
are recommended, during ſuch their A- 
boad, and to return to their firſt Rela- 
tion, at return to their firſt Habitati- 
on; Sc. And ſo the Apoſtle Paul, 
though he was not to continue long "A 
Jeruſalem, yet join'd himſelf to that 
Church, Ad, 9. For *tis not very ea- 
ſie to prove, what Right a Perſon hath 
to claim a Participation of the Lord's 
Supper out of the Church to which he 
belongs, or the Paſtor to adminiſter tc 
any but his own Members; nor the 
Church to admit into Communion one, 
that, in caſe of Scandal, they can not 
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he ſame Time; and all Letters of Re- 


ransfer the ſpecial Relation of ſuch 


deal with. 


CHAP. 
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2 — 5. 
e Ir whit 
CHA p. v. Par wick 


Thurch 
Another Property of a Chriſtian Church | Nie Sen 


\ That they are ordinarily to keep up Lorivilec 
- and Perſonal Communion and 9 0b. 
one wn another. | | I of 

TI, hurch 

PEN the: | Church 5 Matth, 18. 11 lace, 
could not be done, if they differs m1 

not, or could not meet. rogether, non. 
can diſcharge the Duties of Chriſtianity, 20. 
by Proxy, or CommiſliaQkngs, 


2 fark See Baxter's others to do it for them Mf man 


my of Fo: Ads 2. I. They, the Churc OP Or 
cond Part, were all in one Place, ver Anſ. 
4. They were all topethr poſtle 

Ads $175 ag "They were all with one arch 
cord in Solomons Porch, Acts 14. 27. Galled e 
tbered the Church together. 1 Cor. 5. 3; 2. 
-When ye, the Church are gathered togetheſhd 26 

I Cor. 14. 4, 5. Edifie the Church; anvfflore t! 
Der. 23. If the whole Church be come te; nei 
ther into one Place. 1 Cor. 11. 33. Tanhat the 
ry one for another; ſo that where-eveſther 
We find the Name Church-Aſſembly, owe 
Congregation in a proper Sence, ttiſhere g 
propter Conventum, for the Notion of d we 
Church, whoſe ſtated Members 4 difflhoyſa 
ang 
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ant, equal as the Poles of the World; 

r which is much leſs, from Dover ©o 
Þ arwick, is not of Kin to the Primitive 
Thurch-memberſhip, nor in any tollera- 

h ie Sence capable of Church Duties and 

Lo:SWriviledges. 

IH Obbi. Againſt this hath been Objecded, 
hat *rwas impoſſible for the whole 
hurch of Jeruſalem to have met in one 

. 1'Flace, by Reaſon of thoſe great Num- 

diſzers mentioned, AGs 2. 4. Three Thoa- 

nol:nd. Ads 4. 4. Five Thouſand, Chap. 
ani 1. 20. The many, Miriads, Ten Thou- 
iſſioKnds, fo that this Church was made up 

em Af many Congregations under one Bi- 

urciop or Claſlis. 

ver An. It does not appear, that in the 

et he poſtles Days, there were more 

ne aiFBhurches than one at Jeruſalem, for tis 

- Giiled Church in 78 ſingular Number, 

. Na, 2. 47. and 5. 11. and 8. 1. and 11. 

zet bend 26. Chap. ns where there are 

; anWore than one, they are called Church- 

tee; neither is the Number ſo great as 

 Tarſhat they could not or did not meet to- 
ether in one Place, it the Scriptures 
ly, Nſove mention'd are believed: Nor is 

„ diere ground to believe the Five Thou- 

1 of Ind were a new Acceſſion to the Three 

re d houſind before mentioned, but an ag- 

ſtant » iy Eregate 


19 ue mn we ren —__R___ 
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gregate of both; nor is it ſaid the 
were all Church-members, and for tif 
many Thouſands, Miriads, le,] 
per multa turba, a very great mam 22. 
and Ads 19. 19. peadts, is tranſlateM,ynet | 
Thouſand, and not Ten Thouſand he Chr 
Neither, will there appear much for; tell 
in the ObjeQtion, if we conſider when ie Tra 
was ſpoken, viz. at the Feaſt of PenteMica we 
coſt, when the Jews from all Parts cam ) Paſ 
up to Jeruſalem, Acts 20. 16. Paal haſple th 
ſted to be there the Day of Pentecoſt Ip, an 
and Chap. 21. 17. The Jews that were Mlled 
+, ſia, &c. amongſt whom might be maſ donian 
** ny Believers, but not fix'd Members dme 2 

that Church, nor were all the Chriſtianſhe Beli 

Profeſſors who liv*dia Jeruſalem Church-Fin& C 
members, Ad, 5.13. They magnifiedierwa 
the Apoſtles, but would not joyn witlit;as 
them; and Rev. 2. 24. To. you, tir. By 
Church, and to the reſt. in Thiatira, alſops i 
many as have not this Doctrine. It ſeems I itioch 
theſe, were ſound Chriſtians in theſhd the 
Neighbourhood, though not Church -r. E. 
members. Not but that, as Chriſtiani- Anti 


ma U | 
hurche 
ere m 


ty increaſed, there might a been more, - 
Churches than one in Jerz/alem, as af · Nemens 
terwards there were in, other Places, other 
Gal. I. 1, 2. The Churches were .manyWr of. 
in that Province, and in, Lidia, ar way dgme 


CY 
Wall province „we read of ſeven 

hurches, Reb. 1, 2. Chapters, In Jaden 
ere many Churches, Ads 9. 21. Gal. 
22, and 1 Theſſ. 2. 14. and Doctor 
urnet his Reit den of e 
e Church of Scotland, p. Primitiv eEyif: 
tells us, That in a lit- pa. v 
C e Trad of Ground in A- 5 

ica were Five Hundred Biſhops ( that 
) Paſtors of Churches: In Conſt anti- 
ple there was a Church called Ortho- 
2x, another called Novatians, a Third 
led Arians, and a Fourth called Ma- 
donians, es. Euſebius tells us; and in 
ene at firſt, the Converted "Jews and 
je Believing Gentiles had each their di- 
*Wiact Churches and Biſhops, or Paſtors; 
terwards, the Orthodox and the No- 
atians had their Churches apart; and 
r. Burnet further tells us of Three Bi- 
ops in Rome in thoſe Days; and in 
1tioch the Orthodox had two Churches, 
Id the Arians one, Euſebius 316, 341. 
r. Hammond in Rev. 11. 3. ſays, that 
Antioch one Church was povern'd by 
aul, and another by Peter In Rome, 
emens over one Church, Linus over 
other, Oc. So that either the num- 
r of! Chriſtians, or ſome difference in 
dgment might increaſe the number of 

-D--2 Churches , 


many, 
er 
"(mall 


_ 


- as = 
— — _ * _ 
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Churches, yet all were diſtin and coe fore 
ordinate, not one Subject to another very 
nor was there any one Paſtor or ClaiMyem | 
ſis over the whole: Paul was not ſub{M.rcey 


Linus in Rome; but every Church hat ah 
| ir's own Biſhop, and every Paſtor hif.4re 
. own Flock, who kept up their ſown dihanies 
i ſtint Aſſemblies by local and perſoni,.re 

Communnion one with another. we 6 

Obj. Yet 'tis Objected, That withouhere * 

Officers there can be no Churches, c. ity, t 


Anſ. If the Objectors mean a Churd 
compleat and intire, totum intigrale Or 
ganicum, tis acknowledged; but if it 
ſaid, there cannot be a true Church, E 
ſentiale, without Officers, it will not 
granted; Churches Eſſential may be 
before they have Officers, for a Chur 
doth not depend on it's Officers, br 
Officers on the Church; neither is ar 

| Church of Chriſt made for Officers, bs 
1 Officers for, and by the Church; and we 
/ it otherwiſe, the Death or Removal 
Officers ſhould diſſolve the Church, & 
The Children of Jſrael were inchurch! 
q Ex. 24. compar'd with Deut. 18. 16. (| 
ö Chapter Fourth) before they made t 
| Levites, Prieſts, Numb. 8. 9. And it a 
pears, Ads 14. 23. There were 2 
7 ; .5 beto 


as a 
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3 BY — 
Pefore they had Officers; for they in 
very Church, did by ſuffrage chuſe 
them Elders, and the Perſons chooling, 
Fr hoever they were, muſt needs be, be- 
Wore the Perſon choſen ; and the People 
Prer whom thoſe Elders were ſet, were 
Wetore the Overſeers, and thoſe Com- 
danies, in and over whom theſe Elders 
Pere choſen, had the Name and Na- 
ure of Churches, before they had El- 


ity, that is, in every City where there 
as a, Church, for theſe were not El- 
ers or Aldermen of the T owns, but 
ders of Churches, which of Neceſſiy 


e all ſuppoſe the Corporations in be- 
Ig. before they can chooſe Sheriffs. 

From what hath hitherto been ſaid, 
It may appear, That a Church of Chriſt 
$ a Society of Chriſtians Confederating 
o keep up the Adminiſtrations of the 
oſpel, by a Perſonal Communion and 
ellowſhip one with another. Not bare- 


ve in England may have with the Vau- 
oys, but Local and External. Nor by 


lers, Tit. 1. 5. Appoint Elders in every 


uſt have being, before they had Offi- 
ers; for were the Command, or Grant, 
o chooſe Sheriffs i in every Corporation, | 


MW) iaternal by Faith and Affection, as 


be Intervention of Delegates, Officers , 
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or Synods, but Perſonal and Preſenti If whic 
al. | lood, 

05 8 . 
ns „ Mhyrch 
FF hriſtis 
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Of the Power Rigbt, and rriwiledęe of 4 155 
Church e of Chriſt, on 


2 „ 
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LL Political power and Authori: 
ty may be reduc'd to Three Sorts, ba \ 

- 1, Superiour and Legiſlative, as in 
England, The King and Parliament. 4.54 
. Juridical, as Judges and Juriez, Yer 


aho are directed by the Law. C 
Miniſterial, as Sheriffs and otherſ z 


Officers, who are to execute the Deter- . 
minations of the Juridical Power. And 
all Political Power, and Authority in. 


and over the Churches of Chriſt may al- ok 
ſo 25 conſidered. re 


As Supream and Legiſlative, this 
Power and Authority is originally in je. 
ſus Chriſt the Sovereign Lord, Lawgi— 
ver and Head of all his Churches; who 
js not only a Head of Influence, deriving 

Spiritual Power to all the Members of 
his Myſtical Body, in Vertue of which 
they are ſanRified and inabled to over- 
came the ill Habits of Lin, from the guilt 
2 of 
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ent. If which he hath redeemed them by his 

lood, But he is alſo a Political Head, 

Ind the Supream Lawgiver of his 
hurches; nor are there any but Anti- 

hriſtian Uſurpers that ever pretended 

o invade the Prerogative of this King 

Office of Chriſt. 
2. In the political and Extrinfack 
overnment of the Chriſtian Churches, | 
| ere is a ſubordinate Juridical Power 

nd Authority delegated by Chriſt to 

very particular Church, and Piimatil 

, dg'd in them, eſſentially conſidered, 

ries Pffeers and Brethren together, who! in 

1. Cafes of Hereſie, Schiſms, Scandals, i 
Receiving in, and Caſting out of Mem- | 
eter pers, and Chooſing Officers, & c. Eve- [ 


And y particular Church is to judge and de- | 
Y fcrmine for it ſelf, according to the | 
Wal- Naws and Rules Chriſt hath given them; 


nd in theſe. Matters, the Elders and 


this Deacons do not Act Ex Officio, for here 

n Je. nothing peculiar to Office, but are 
VS" Shings which equally concern the whole; iq 
WwoBor have the Officers a Negative Voice 
Ving rer the Brethien, and therefore they 
'S ofſhote in all Juridical Affairs, ſingly and | 
hich common with them, ſo that the par- 
Wer- cular Churches of Chriſt rightly con- 
guilt ituted, are nowthe ordinary ſtated Re- 


of D 4 cipigats.. ; 
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cipients and Repoſitories of all Divine 
Inſtitutions and Adminiſtrations, for 
their own reſpective Government in 
and about Matters of Religion. 

The Statutes and Judgment of the 
Lord were given unto Jfracl, that is, 
to that Church of God, not to the 
Prieſthood or Synadrim, Deut. 4. 5, 6 
Chapters, P/alm 147. 19. Sheweth bis 
Word to Jacob, and his Statutes to Iſrael, 
Rom. 3.2. To them were committed tht 
Oracles of God, that is, Ad 7. 38. J. 
the Church in the Wildern:ſs, who received 
thoſe lively Oracles to give unto us; and 
ſo the New Teſtament Churches are be. 
come the Grounds and Pillars of Truth: 
Now, why are thoſe Laws and Statute; 
delivered to the Churches, if they have 
no Power to apply them for Govern- 
ment in their Congregations, and col- 
lective Capacity? And for what Reaſon 
are we bid to tell the Churches or Con- 
gregation, Matth. 18. and the 17. in! 
Cafe of Scandal, and the Offender blam'd 
for not hearing the Church, it the Con- 
gregation have no Power to judge and 
determine among themſelves, according 
to the Laws of Chriſt? And 1 Cor. 5.4 
When that Church (compare Chap. 
1 2, ) was gathered together, they nay 

he G3, | the 


he Power of Chriſt to paſs the Sentence 
f Excommunication on the Inceſtious 
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erſon; nor could that Church have 
een in danger of being corrupted, nor 
ould it have been their Duty to purge 
ut that Leaven, if they had not had a 
ompleat Juridical Power in themſelves 


{Wo have caſt the Offender out; and ver. 


2. Do not ye, the Church, judge them 
at are within. And 1 Cor. 6. 2. Are 
e unworthy to judge the ſmalleſt Matters. 
er. 3. Te ſhall judge Angels, how much 
ore things that appertain to Life? And 


Ince all Churches ſtand Co-ordinate, 
ot one Superiour nor Subject to ano- 
er, it muſt needs be fruitleſs to ſeek. 


Or any more competent Authority in 
his World, than thoſe to whom Chrilt 


Iich given his Laws and Inſtitutions 
r their Directions and Government 


ith Promiſe of his Preſence and Spirit 


lead them into all Truth. But tho? 


very particular Church hath no Supe- 
tor (1n this World ) in Matters of Re- 
gion but Chriſt himfelt, yet their Au- 
ority is limited, and their Determi- 
ations are not only confin'd within the 
erge of their own Corporation, 1 Cor, 
12, 13. What have I to do to judge 
dem that are without, do not you judge 
9 them 
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them that are WE. Bot they are fiſh Meat 
ther Subject to many Reſtrictions, f d oug 
whereas the Juridical Power in Secul td Pro 
Affairs is bound to paſs Judgment Ninatio 
all things according to Law, and calf | peli 
Penalties to be executed in all Degr1 Don 
of Comminations and Threatnings, Ind that 
Death for Murther, &c. Yet here E the 
cleſiaſtical Juriſdiction extends not ey art 
Purſe nor Priſon, Life nor Limb, bich th 
only to deal with the Offender in a wi Obj. 
of moderate Admonition, and in Cale are 
of Impenitence, to caſt him out of the . 
Society, and leave the reſt to the ſeg hi 
pream judge of all things. d of 
3. There is a Miniſterisl and Exec thet 
tive Power, derived from and lodg'd Naſtors 
the Church in the Officers, who belid 4, 
their Ordinary and Stated Adminiſtraqhat 0 
ons to which they are choſen, are to DUHonoui 
clare, Pronovnce and Execute the Juipr the; 
dical Determinations of the Churd Thefſ 
Coloſ. 4. 17. Say to Arcbippus, take he res a 
to the Miniſtry which thou haſt, received 0 Nec 
the Lord to fulſil it. 
But ſhould a Caſe ſo happen; whe 
in the Officers ſhould wilfully Abſenl 
or obſtinately Diſſent, as, will .. 
make void the Jadgment Detern 
nation of the Church; for Aer all vi. 


„„ 
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Wd Pronounce all their alen Deter · 
W10ations. 


ey are willing any others ſhovid har 
— them. 


Die are bound to Honour and Obey 


Il theſe now belong to the Ordinary 
aſtor s. 


at Countenance and Maintenance, 


Thefſ. 5. 12, 13. But as to the Scrip- 
res applied in "this Caſe; there: ſeems 
o Neceſlity: of keeping too ſtrict and 
loſe. to the Letter ot our Tranſlation, 


niflernon? Set vice and dmploq ment; 


em, Heb. 13. 17. And that Paul mag- 
ified his Office, Rom. 11. 18. And boaſt- 
d of his Authority, 2 Cor. 10. 8. And 


Means and Deliberation, they may 
d ought to depute others to Declate 


believe ſome WhO affect a Pontifi- 

Dominion, will think this too little, 

Wd that much more Authority belongs 
> the Paſtors, for I do not find that 


0j. And tis Objected, That thepeo- 


Anſw. Tis heartily . -ackaawlodendy-- 


Honour and Preference is due to them | 
vr their Works ſake, 1 Tim. 5.17. the 


a 


Won. 11. 13. J magnific my Office, and 
be was an Apoſtie to the Gertiles; _ 
g eſteemed and honoured his (u 


ul ick was erf great — 
2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 10. 8 Boaſt of our Authority, and 
this might be peculiar to Paul by Vir 
tue of his extraordinary Commiſſion, 6 
(«£61») Authority, may be here ren 
dered, as in many other Places it figni 
hes, Licence and Priviledge. As 1 Coli 
8.9. Rev. 22. 14. Luke 10. 19. John 1 
12. The 1 Cor. 9. 4, 5 6, &c. Heiß 
13. 17. TAN Ee, (, bey them "that have th 
Rule over you, the lame Word is in ma 
ny other Places rendered perſwade. A 
AGs 26. 26, 28. 2 Cor, 2. 11. Gal. 1. 10 
Ads 21.14. And here it need not ſigni 
fie more, for there is no Object of Obe 
dience. but Chriſt, & c. ven, Pr epi 
/3tis, that hath the Rule, is no Tern 
of Empire and Dominion ; but of pre 
ference, Phil. 2. 3. Efteen others (bei 
ter) than your ſelves. Acts 15. 22. TYhqScript 
( Chief) among the Brethren, who ha(ſWorſ 
no Rule or Dominion over the reſt, IDivin 
And if we further conſider the Na Mean 
ture of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, an» hict 
_ thoſe Particulars in and about which althey | 
_ Church-Government is converſant, wigethe 
cannot but admire what a magnificen if, 
pile the Pontifical Structure is raiſed Ne 
unto, how many Volumes have beef every 
written, now much Innocent Blood to do 
wut, how inany Kingdoms and State are r 
ruin 113535 


IPvined, 
Jſurpa 
Domin 


latter 
o far 
dcripti 
of theſ 
ato, 
and C 
mall, 
Diffici 
lain 


* 

Poined, Ge. And all about a Tiranical 
Iſorpation, and pretended Power and 
Dominion in and over the Churches of 
od; but if we defcend to particulars, 
e ſhall find, that after all the Puther 
nd Noiſe that has been made about 
Whcir Church-Government, and to 
vhom that Pride and Profit belongs: 


latter of all true Church- Government, 
o far as it hath any Foundation in 
Peripture, muſt needs come under ſome 
Ft theſe Common Heads, viz. Receiving 
ato, and Caſting out of Communion, 
and "chooſing and appointing Officers, 
n all which there is neither Myſtery nor 
Piffculty But that for whieh we have 


WScripture, c. And as for Religions 
Wor ſhip, all the Parts thereof are of 
Divine Inſtitution, and for Ways and 
Means of acquiring the needful Expence 
I bich attends thoſe Adminiſtrations, 
they are ſo well known; that *tis' alto- 
gether nnneceſſary to foy any thing of 
it. 

Now the Rights ad priviledges of 
every particular Church, muſt needs 
Ito do and obtain all thoſe Things which 


for 


e may eaſily find, that the ſubject 


lain Rules and Examples laid down in 


are neceſſary to their well-being, and 
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the very Inſtitution ſuppoſes * ſuch 
Right, for without it, the very Inſtitu. 
tion would be froſtraneous, for he that 
gives Life, muſt give that Vital Being, 

the Right and Priviledge of preſerving 
it ſelf, elſe Life would be in vain: And 


Preſervation of the Being and well-be. 
ing of Churches, is to have Right and 
Authority in, themſelves to edifie one 
another, receive fit Members, caſt out 
the fcandalous, and chooſe their own 


Officers. 


ther deſtitute of the Means of Edificati- 
on, even before they have choſen and 
ordained Officers among themſelves, 


the Brethren ſtand. in, one towards ano- 
ther, cis their Pri viledge. to exerciſe 
d Dif the Word of God for mu- 

al, Edifcation; as every one (i. e.) 
any; one; have received the Gift, 1 Pei. 
410, 11. And to Miniſter the ſame one 

to another; and, if called by the Church, 
to ſpeak as the Oracles: of God; and to 
en eee we hape wany Paſ- 
in Seripture, Ma. 3.16. be 

feel babe fd offen one #0; ien 


101 


for which thoſe Societies are deſirable, 


amongſt other Things needful to theft 


„1. Church of Chriſt ! is not altoge- 


But in Vertue of the Church Relation | 


eb. 10 


our ſel 
her. 
Teache) 


eile: . 
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Hab. 10. 25. Forſake not the aſſembling of 
our 4 * together, but exbort one ano- 
her, Heb. 5. 1 2. Te ought to have been 
Feachers. 1 Cor. 14. 31. T may. all 
propheſie, that all may learn. And ver. 


vine o. Cover 10 Tropbeſie. 1 Theſſ. 5. 1 1. 


And Edifie one another. Heb. 3. 13. Exhort 
thel dee another. Col. 3. 15. 8 Teach- 
be. g and  admoniſhing one another, Acts 
and 8. 24, 26. Butid up your ſelves in -your 
one") Holy Faitb; Apolios was no Officer, 
out nor Aquila and Priſcilla in Orders, as 
owathe Language now is. Phil. 1. 14. Ma- 
ny Brethren ſpake the Word without fear; 
oge-Itrom theſe and many other Texts of 
ati. (Scripture, *tis manifeſt that t his. Primi- 
ang Neve Practice was not to reſtrain the 
ves Means of Edification, nor make teach- 
tion ing and Inſtruction peculiar to Office; 
no. but, the Priviledge of all that God hath 
3 inabled, and brate called to exer- 
mu- eiſe: Nor can the, gl Objection imy 
e.) port any, thing. 4gaiyl ſo many plain 
el, Scriptures, 218. That thoſe; Inſtances 
one were all: extraordinary for it was the 
| Doctrine and Frags 8 the. ſetled and 
no eſtabliſhed Churches of Cbriſt, and nor 
9 . thin up: ie. 266 09 Din 15 Ity 
that ON 3/4 the Ain 5 © it 


leb. 
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But though (all Gifted Brethren, 
duly qualified with Miniſterial Gifts of 
Learning and Utterance ) called by the 
Providence of God, and appointed by 
any Church and People of God to Preach 
and Teach, may lawfully and warranta- 
bly do it; Yet this Liberty does no 
more make void the Uſe and Neceſlity 
of ſetled and ſtanding Officers in parti- 
cular Churches, then any good Mans 
Care of the Poor makes void the Office 
of Deacons ; for 'tis not ſaid that any 
Private Member muſt Preach, Ex dono, 
or obtrude themſelves without a Call, or 
Preach ordinarily, and in a fixed, ſta- 

red Way, if he be not choſen and or- 
dained by the Church, for the Spirit of 


the Prophets is ſubject to the Prophets, yp 
(i. e.) to the Church; 1 Cor. 10. 15. Nhe 


„ IE Cor. 5. 12. And 
therefore in this Matter, we ought to 
magnifie the bountiful Care of Almigh- 
ty God, for the Proviſions he hath 
made for his Churches; in that he would 
not leave them to the Uncertainty of a 


general Obligation, leaſt there might 
be ſome neglect in thoſe Adminiſtrati- 
ons; but hath Inſtituted, and Appoin- 
ted, "that in his Churches there ſhall be 


ſerled ſanding Officers, whoſe ſtated 
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Vork, Duty, and Buſineſs it is to teach 

1 4 exhort, take Care of and feed thoſe 

55 \rticular Churches to whom they are 

byte Overſeers; and to them, and a- 

ackM neſt them (Ee Officie ) to admini- 
ta · Ner all the Ordinances Si 

2. It belongs to every Church to re- 
ive and take into Communion ſuch as 
Peing duly qualified for Church-fel- 
»wſhip ſhall offer themſelves to join 
ich them. As to the Qualifications 
omething hath been ſaid before, and 
herefore here ſhall only add, That tis 


da Church AR, and the Right and Privi- 
a- edge of every Congregation, to admit 


or- Und receive Members into the Church, 


it of zad refuſe ſuch as are unfit ; and had 
"ts, they not this Right, they ſhould want 
4 5 he means of preſerving themſelves; for 
a nd t muſt not be thought, That a Churc 
to Bf Chriſt ſhould keep open Houſe to en- 
ertain all Comers; and to ſuppole, 


Vigh- 

oy that any Order of Men without the 
of hurch ſhould have Power to obtrude 
of a [embers on them, this might ſoon in- 


roduce Diſorder and Confuſion: Nor 
have the Elders Authorit) to admit Mem- 
bers of themſelves, Or otherwiſe than 
s Members, and in Conjunction with 
the Church; for that which belongs 1 

. all, 
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all, all ought to approve ; every. nel 
Admiſſion adds a new Relation to th 
Church, and if the Paſtors or Elder 
may take in or keep out whom the 
pleaſe, or pleaſe. "edi, by ſubſeribiny 
their Naines, or other Clandeſtin 
Ways; all Confederation betwixt- the 
Members and the Relative Duties ari 
ſing from thence, muſt ſoon be extin 
guiſhed, and all Church Power muſt a 
the Pleaſure of the Efders fall into their 
own Hands, which will deſtroy 85 1 
05 Form and Being of a Church; 

John 9. J wrote to the Church; 17 
Diotrephes received ut not; that is, into 
Church Communion; for ver ſe 10. thi 
Reception is oppoſed to Caſting out on“ 
the Church, and the Recommendation il la 
had not been ſent to the Church, had it . ; 
not belong'd to the Church to receive ed 
Members, Ad, 9. 26: Paul aſſayed tos L 
join himſelf to the Diſciples, that is, 
verſe 30, 31. To the Church, 40s 2, h 
laft Verſe. There were added to the 
Church, Cc. which could not be, if it 
were not a Church AQ, Rom. 1. 7 
compar'd' with.- Chap. 14. 1. The Belie- 
vers in Rome are exhorted to receive 
thoſe that are in the Faith, and becauſe 
loch Reception conſtitutes a Relation 
FO 
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the whole Church; therefore Re- 
ption muſt be the Act of the Church. 

3. And on the ſame Ground, and for 
e ſame Reaſons muſt every particular 


horch have Power and juriſdiction o- 


c it's own Members to deal with, ad- 


| oniſh, and when Neceſſity requires, 
It out the vicious and ſcandalous ; for 
ey that have Right of Judgment to ap- 
rove, may alſo in Judgment diſapproxe, 


d had that Church Power to ' receive. 


Ito Communion, but not to Excom- 


unicate, the Corrupt. in time miglit 
er- grow the ſound. 
Many Debates have been on this Sub- 


& under the Eccleſiàſtical Tetms, 


Power of the Keys). But whoever 


fill lay aſide all preconceived Impref- 
ons and ſecular Intereſts, and be ſa- 
IPffied with plain Scripture, may. find 
Two 

Three Texts will be ſofficiefit, 
latth. 18. 17. Tell the Church, is not, 
ll the Elders or Synadrim who are 
ever called the Church, but the El- 
1 Cor. 5. the 
hole Church is blamed for a_neg- 
and ver. 4. requi- 
d to gather together, and to deliver 
e Offender unto Satan, Rev. 2. 7, 17. 


is Diſcourſe very ſhort, an 


ers of the People, 


ct of their Duty: 


Chap. 
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— — — — — 


(68 ) 


Chap. 3.6, 13; 22. in all Matter of ſcan. | 


dal and complaint of Miſcarriages a- 
mongſt theſe Congregations, you have 
the Repetitions equal to their Num- 


bers; Hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 
the Churches, whoſe concern and buſ- 


neſs-it was to admoniſh and deal with 
Offenders; © Dr. Owen complains 0 


_ © the ſinful neglect of the Churches, by 


* which their Order and Government 
was invaded in the Primitive Times, 
* when the Members began to think they 


| © had no concern in the Church, but 


*the Priviledge and- Participations in 


the Ordinance; and in other Things 


* to follow the DireQion of their Guides 
*who were apt to. vſurp Authority 
* when they found the People negligent; 
© which hath been the occaſion of thoſe 


Defections which over-ſpread moſt oi 


Sthe Churches in the World. 
4. Another Right and Priviledge ot 


every Chriſtian Church is to chooſe 


and ordain their own Officers. In this 


Point, the Controverſies even among 


the Reformed, have ran ſo high as to 
make it needful to Uſe a few more 
Words. 1. To. inquire what is meant 
by Office, 2. The Kinds of Officers. 
3. The means to obtain and e 

| | | them 


uato 
buſ- 
With 
of 
, by 
ment 
mes, 
they 
but 


lation (as all Moral Relations are) is I 


Call- 
es q. 
have 
um. 
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nem in the Churches. 4. What Ordi- 
ation is. 5. Where the Right and 
Power of Ordination is Lodg' d. 


EL — 


n 
What is meant by Office and Officers. 


Eficium, Office, ſignifies Buſineſs, 
Service and Imployment, nor 

State and Dignity, (though the Per- 
ſons are to be honoured for their Work 
ſake) Rom. 11,13. I magnifie my Office, 
r d\atoyiay jz Ea C, he Glories in | 
his Service and Imploy ment : Nor is an 
Officer a Term of Empire and Domini- 
on, but one Ordain'd and Appointed 
by a Society or Church, to do ſome 
Work or Buſineſs in and amongſt them- 
ſelves, which every Member is not qua- 
lifed for, nor oblig'd to perform. E- 
very Eccleſiaſtical Miniſter is a Relation 
to ſome one Particular Church, which is 
the only Correlate to him; and this Re- 


founded in mutual Conſent, expreſly 
declared and manifeſted by the Church 
and the Officer in his Ordination, A: 
6. 3. Whom we may Appoint oger this Bu- 

ſineſt, 


AS. 
fineſs, 1 Theſſ. 5. 12. Know them. tha 
labour among Yon, and. are over you; in the 
Lord. Acts 20. 17. Paul called the E. 
ders of the Church. Ver. 28. Command 
them to take Care of all the Flock, in which 
. the Holy Gboſt bath made them Overſeers, 
to fred the (or that) Church; 'tis nei. 
ther Cburches- Flocks, nor ſcatter'df 


Sheep; and in Kev. 1, 2, 3. Chapters, 
The Angels of the Seven Churches 
their 0 ers and Relations are there re- 


ſpectively limited to each of their parti- 
cular Churches. 

Obj. That Office is a Relation, all ac- 
knowledge: but ſome ſay, *tis a 'Relati- 
on to the Univerſal Catholick Church. 

Anſw. But there never was, nor can 
be, in a viſible Political Sence, or as an 
Organized Body, any ſuch thing, nor 

does it ſound intelligible, to call all the 
Sheep in the World, a Flock; and were 
that proper or poſſible, yet *tis hard to 
conceive, and as unbecoming for a Pa- 
ſtor to pretend a Relation to all Chri- 
ſtians as his Correlate, for that would 
make every Presbyter a Pope or Uni- 
verſal-Biſhop, which is an Office peculi- 
ar to Chriſt the great Biſhop of Souls, 
impoſſible for any meer Man to: diſcharge 
4 Duties of ſuch a Relation. Mr. 
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garter has rafficiently provd the Dio- 
an Biſhop to be no Creature of God's 


aking or appointing, : becauſe impoſſi- 


le for ſuch an Officer to: teach, viſit; 
nd inſt ruct, and adminiſter to all the 
zouls within ſo large a Diſtrict. But 


uch more will his Arguments and Rea- 


ons confute the pretence of a Univer- 


al Presbyter, or any Officer, call him 
icar General or what you will, that 


35 for his Correlate all Chriſtians in the 
Vorld, nor can any one now fay, he 
as the Care of all the Churches. 


Obj. Tis Objected, That by the 


ame, Church, cannot de meant a Parti- 


lar Con gregation, but the Univerſal 


hurch; Ads 8. 3. and 1 Chr. 2. 28. 
nd chat every Miniſter or Paſtor hach 


double Relation, one Habitual, Apti- 


dinal, Conditional, in ad Primo, 
tended to the uttermoſt bounds of 
e Univerſe, and ſo ſtands related to 


| and. every. Chriſtian in the. Wotld, 

the Correlate ro ſuch an Officer, 
It, in ad ſecundo, every Paſtor or Mi- 
[ter ſtands related to the People a- 
ong whom he adminiſters. 


Anſw. We cannot underſtand in thoſe 
any other Scriptures ſtrictly and pro- 


BY 5 a Univerſal or Congre- 


gation, 


+ 


: tea area. om. 
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lation 'tis, tell the Congregation 


_ gation, becauſe Univerſallity as predi ſpetir 


C tween 
gation, is either improper or tncomY or tha 


prehenſible; as Ad, 8. 3. Paul mad Firſt, 


havock of the Church, compare, th cond! 
Is ther 
the C 
witho 
diers, 


1 Cor. 12. 8. Set in tbe Church, &c. tha 
is, this or that Church to be ſet N bitus 
Teacher in, or of a Church, is not I hie 5 
Univerſal Teacher. Man that is born q the C 


2 Moman, that is, this or that Man und 


1 Cor. 7. 39. The Wife is bound, &qthey a 
that is, every Wife, not a Univerſaſſtual C 


Wife, Heb. 2. 12. In tbe midſt of tiſerd, 
Church, or Congregation, I will ſingare boi 


˖ 1 ; | hearke. 
Praiſe; not in the middle of the Unig"cark 
verſal Congregation: And Matth. 19 ogy 
17. Not tel} all, and every Chriſtian nd pe 
but tell the Church. In the Old Tran 


But to 


enders 
1 Tim. 8. 14. Guide the Houſe, not evepoſſible 


ry Houſe, nor is there any Univerſaf:1ligib 
Houſe; for ſhould it be ſ:id, The Gof O5. 


vernment have ſet in the Nation ſom wy th 


Juſtices, ſome Conſtables, ſome Over o 30d 
ſeer of the Poor, can any one concety 3 5 
theſe have double Relations? One to th 6 1 


whole Nation, or all the Poor in it, th ns 


other to all the Poor within their ret hurch 


ſpe&iy 


* 
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ſpective Diſtricts ; is there any difference be- 
SI tween a Conſtable, or the Conſtable of this 
doing or that place? Or is a Man an Overieer, 
nad Firſt, Of all the Poor in the World. Se- 
th condly, Of the Poor in this or that Pariſh. 
Is there in the World actual Relation, when 
the Correlate is Potential only? A Maſter, 
without a Servant? a Captain without Sol- 
diers, are meerly titular? And ſo is an ha- 
bitual Miniſter, an habitual King, Conſta- 
ble, or Husband, not real but nominal; 
the Correlate to a Church-Officer 1s eaſily 
found in Scripture to be thoſe over whom 
they are ſet, whom they are obliged by mu- 
verſaftual Conſent in their Ordination to teach, 
pf th feed, and overſee a competent Number whe 
} /infſare bound to their Officers in the Lord, to 

Unifſhearken to them, and honour them for their 
5, 1 Work-ſake; and while Bounds are duly 


iſtialbept. the mutual Duties between Officers 
Tran and People are very poſſible to be diſcharg'd : 


put to extend this Relation univerſally, it 
ation fenders the incumbent Work and Duty im- | 
ct evcpoſſible; and therefore, if this Notion be in- t 
iverſatc!ligible, yet tis not true. | 
e Gol Obj. Tis further ſaid, God is the Corre- 
i ſomſate, therefore they are called the Miniſters 


Overſ! God, not the Miniſters of the Church, | 

mae But they are called the Elders of the : 

it, th hurch, Act, 20. 17. And the Angels of g 
35 


e Churches, Rev. 2. 1, 8, 12. That is, the 
hurch's Teachers and Overſeers, not the 
— i Teachers, 


zezr re 


peRiy 


odor of oe es 
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Teachers, and Overſeers of God, other wiſe 
than as he has inſtituted and appointed the 
Office, &c. Neither is the Office, as ſome 
pretend, a relation to the Work and Buſi- 
neſs of an Officer, that indeed is the End, 
but the Work may ceaſe by Sickneſs and Per- 


ſecution, &c. when the Office does not 


ceaſe, and take away the Relate, and the 
Correlate ceaſes, the Relation is, at leaſt, 
in Order of Nature, before the Work of the 
Relation, the Relation of a Father is before 
the Work and Duty of a Father towards 


tis Children. 


. 
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| CHAP IE: 
Of the Kinds and Sorts of Church-Officers. 


HE ordinary ſtanding Officers which 

_ Chriſt hath appointed to continue in his 
Churches, have their Work and Qualifica- 
tions deſcribed in the Scripture. | 
Theſe are of Three ſorts, | 

1. The Deacons : This Office is plainly 


inſtituted, and the Work and Buſineſs {ct 


forth in Scripture, Acts 6. 2, 3. Look ont a- 
mong you Seven Men, of honeſt Report, whom 
we will ſet in, or upon this Work, or Buſine ſs, 
1 Tim. 3. 8, 9. The Deacons muſt be grave, 
Rom. 12. 8. He that giveth or 1mparteth, 
(i. e.) he that diſtributeth, with simplen; 


0 


make proviſion, as neceſſity may require; 


47608 


Sc. their Work is to collect the charitable 
Benevolence of the Church, for Relief of the 


Poor, and accordingly to diſtribute and 


{0 that the reaſon of continuing this Office in 
every particular Church, will neyer ceaſe : 
For the poor ye have always with you. Yet ſome 
great Men, the better to eſtabliſh their pre- 
tended Church-Power, have told us, That 
ſome Officers, Widdows, and Deaconeſſes, 
Cc. which were of Apoſtolical Appointment, 
have been laid aſide by the Authority of 
thar Church ; And if this be true and well 
done, why may not they who have Power 
to abrogate one Office that 1s of Divine Ap- 
pointment, inſtitute another? But may we 
not doubt, whether there ever was any ſuch 
Office as Deaconeſs in the Churches of Chrift? 
'Tis true, mention is made of Widows, 
1 Zim. 5. 9. Let not a Widow be taken into 
the Number under Threeſcore Vears old; but 
compare the 16th Verſe following, it muſt 
be underſtood of taking them into the Liſt 
or Number of Penſioners, not into Office, 
Cc. If any have Widows, let them relieve 
them, and let not the Church be charged. 
Kam. 16. I. is alſo brought to prove the No- 
tion; Phæbe is called a Servant of the Church 
of Cenchrea, ( Atdxovoy ) : But the word is 
uſed to ſignifie any kind of Service, and is 
{poken of Martha, Luke 10. 40. but not as 
in Office; for tho every Officer be a Servant 
to the Church, Major 25 Minor univer- 
e wa 


2 
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ts; yet every Servant is not an Officer; 
and if Deacon mult ſignifie Office, and Oſ- 
fice be a Term of Dominion and Authority, 
as ſome tell us, it could never belong to a 
Woman. | 5 
Another ſort of Officers called Ruling- 
Elders, are rejected by ſome, and their Inſti- 
tution denied; but it appears, the Primi- 
tive Churches had ſuch Officers, 1 Tim. 5. 
17. The Elders that rule well count worthy 
of double Honour, eſpecially labouring, or 
they that labour in the Word and Doctrine. 
Ihe Specification here mention d, refers ei- 
ther to diſtinct Officers, or to different De- 
grees of Diligence in diſcharging the ſame 
Office; for a third reſpect is hard to find. 
The ſecond Sence has its difficulty, in ſuppo- 
fing Honour, Maintenance}, and Reſpect 
ſhould be due to a Paſtor, who does not la- 
bour in Preaching, which Suppoſition can- 
not be admitted ; becauſe labouring 1n the 
Word and Doctrine, is the Reaſon of Ho- 
nour and Maintenance, Heb. 13. 7. Remem- 
ber them that have the Rule over you, and that 
Seal the Word to you. 88 
Secondly, That Sence of the Words will in- 
fer a Commendation of thoſe Paſtors who are 
blame-worthy; namely, thoſe who do not 
labour in the Word. But to ſay the Speck 
fication in the Text, ſuppoſes two diſtinct 
Offices, viz. the Teaching Elder, and the 
Ruling Elder; and that the Teaching Elder 
is moſt honourable, this Sence has no In- 
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conveniency attending it, and therefore we 
may conclude, the Primitive Churches had 
ſich Officers, Rom. 12. 8. All Church- 
Members are exhorted to diſcharge thoſe 
Duties which belong to their diſtinct Capa- 
cities, whether of Gifts or Office, where he 
that ruleth is diſtinguiſh'd, as to his ſtated 
Work and Buſineſs, from him that teacheth, 
1 Cor. 12. 28. Præfectus gubernationes, or di- 


i or extraordinary, and the Name and Title 
ine. ſeems to point out their Work and Buſineſs, 
 el- © viz. the Order, Government, and Diſci- 


De- pline of the Church, the Manner and De- 


ame portment of the People, and to decide and 
nd. ¶ compoſe ſuch Differences as may happen a- 
po- mong the Members, 1 Cor. 6. 4. in and a- 
pect bout things appertaining to this Lite, and all 
t la- Secular Buſineis relating to the Times and 
an- | Places of Meeting, in and about which, many 
he things may happen unfit for Paltor or Dea- 
Ho- con to manage, which the Affairs of every 
em- particular Church may call for, and require 
that ¶ ſuch an Officer to attend, &e. And Doctor 
i Ame, in his Bellar. Enervatus, Iome 2. 
in- page 105. out of Origen, Tome 3. contra Ce- 
are lm, tells us, they had in the Primitive 
not Churches, ſuch kind of Elders, who only 
eck | attended on Matters of Government. 
int . The other kind of Officers have divers 
the | Denominations given them in Scripture, as 
der I Þiſhops, Elders, Presbyters, Paftors, Cc. 


In-all which declare and ſignifie their Relation, 
con- 3 Work, 


ſtinguiſh d from the reſt, whether ordinary 


„ 
Work, and Buſineſs; but the Office is one 


and the ſame, tho divers Names are given 
for their Work, Qualification, and Ordina- 


tion; are equal, and not inferior or ſubor- 


dinate one to another; as one Colonel, or 
Sheriff, is not inferiour to another Colonel, 
or Sheriff, as may appear by theſe following 
Texts, and many other, viz. Afts 20. 28. 
compare with the 17th Verſe, where the Bi- 
ſhop in the 28th Verſe, is an Elder in the 
17th. And Titus 1. the Elder in the 5th is 
a Biſhop in the 7th. And 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2. the 
Elders muſt feed t he Flock, which is all one 
with Paſtor, Cc. 

As for the Qualification of Paſtors we may 
ſearch the Scriptures, and eaſily find, they 
muſt be true Converts, Lake 22. 22. When 
thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren : 
But every true Convert 1s not fit ſor a Pa- 
ſtor, he ſhould be wiſe unto Salvation, ha- 
ving Underſtanding in the Scriptures, 2 Tim. 
3. 15. And have ſome competent Degree of 
Knowledge in the Original Languages in 
which they were written, without which the 
Scriptures cannot well be underſtood : For 
how can we conceive that Timothy could 
know them, and that from a Child, if he 
had been altogether 1gnorant of the Lan- 
guage, in which they were written: Be- 
ſides this, they mult have a Gift of Utte- 
rance, 1 Cr. 1. 5. 2 Cor. 8. 7. Eph. 6. 19. 


Col. 4. 3. ver. and apt to teach, 1 Tim. 3. 2. 


and 2 Tim. 2. 15. One that can divide the 
En, : Word 
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Word of Truth, with requiſite Abilities to | 


8 defend, as well as preach it, Acts 11. 2. | 
nz. Jade 3. Afts 9. 29. and Chap. 17. 17. and 1 
or. eb. 19. 8. Titus1. 9, 11. Nor is this ſut- 4 
or fiient without ſuch a Love to Souls as makes | 
nel him delight in the Work of Edification and | 
ine Converſion, Row. 11. 14. 4 Cor, 14. 26. Fade 

28. 23. James 5. 20. But Pauls Directions to | 
Bi- Timothy and Titus, are full and plain, 1. | 
the t RY be with'd, that thoſe unquality'd A- | 
] 18 liter ata, and OVCI-grown Novices, in other 4 
the Emyloyments, would take the Advice of | 
one ur Saviour, Luke 14. 28. And before they | 

undertake ſo weighty and important Charge 

Ny upon them, conſider and examine theit 

icy own Abilities; and that the Hearers would | 
"Bu remember, that Conceit and Aſſurance are | 
e 30t the beſt Qualifications for ſuch a Mini- 
Pa- ter of Chriſt. „ „ 
71 This Office of a Paſtor is fixed and ſtated, j 
> not to be entred into on floting and un- 


of | certain Conditions, which may leave either 
Paſtor or Church to withdraw on flight Pre- 


in 0 "IV | 
the tences: For nothing can diſſolve this Rela- 
or tion but Necetfity, as want of Competent 


2 Maintenance, or Unhealtkfulneſs of the 
Place, which need not be ſtipulated; and 
ſhould it come to pals, it can never juſtifie 
Be- | 2 Separation, till due Means and Endeavors 
are usd for Supply and Remedy: There- 


15 fore ſuch Diviſions are ſeldom or never 
> without Blame and Scandal on both Parties. 
the | When Elders were choſen, Aﬀts 14. 23. 


2rd 5 e We 


( 80 ) 
we don't read of Conditions, but in 1 Cos. 
- 12, 18, 28, "Tis ſaid they were ſet ; that 
ie, fix d as Members in the Body, not du- 
ring Pleaſure, and while Secular Conveni- 
ences abound, but Durante Vita Capacitate. 


4 G 


CHAP. A. 


Of the ordinary Means to preſerve Paſtors and 
Officers in the Churches of Chriſt. 


QHould we ſuppoſe that particular Chur- 
ches have not this Right to Make and 
Ordain their own Officers, and that there 
15 Some-body in the World that can make 
Church-Officers at pleaſure, or ſo many as 
will go off, and all that want muft go 
where they are to be had : Yet if we have 
no diſcriminating Mark to know theſe Men 
from others, we are never the nearer, but 
All to feck. Indeed, if there were but one 
Man, or Order of Men, that pretend to this 
Faculty of Making Officers, ſomething might 
be ſaid, tho' little to the purpole : But we 
find in the World, ſeveral forts of this Fa- 
culty; and they, as Men of one Profeſſion 
ſeldom agree ; the Presbyterian 
Claud. his diſclaims the Ordination of the 
Reforma. Papiſt; and the Diſcipline of the 
2 French Proteſtants Ordain, That 
Prieſts of the Roman Church, turning Calvi. 


niſts, 


(8) 
nie, and Elected to the Office of the Mini- 
fry, ſhould receive a new Impoſition of 
Hands: So that what Luther received from 
the Church of Rome, ſignifies nothing. The 
Bishops in England reject all | | 
Presbyterian Ordination, as a Ordination o 
meer Nullity. And tho the the Church of 
Church of England are wil- England. 
ling to make Court to the: + 

and Church of Rome, in deriving their Orders 
from them; yet the Papiſts diſclaim this, 
and will not allow that any Office or Power 
is derived from them, either to Prelate, or 
ind Presbyter; and plainly tells us, the Church 
of England have neither Biſhop nor Prieſt, 


wn truly Ordained among them, and that their 

ac Ordination is a Nullity ; for. that they who» | 
Y 5 inſtituted the Form, had no Power to do it 
= by any Authority from Chriſt, but of King; 9 
len (and Parliament only, 3 & 4 Edrardi VI. 12. 
ae he but a Child of a King: And the firſt 9 


Proteſtant Arch-Biſhop , Matthew Parker, . 
this (as only made by the Supreme Authority 
'S of Queen Elizabeth; a Woman, who Pope- 
Out like, one as good as the other in this Matter, 
gave her Commiſſion to certain Perſons to 
Conſecrate him. And this Queen had her 
Authority by Act of Parhamen, viz. 25th 
8 of Henry VIII. 20. and 1 Elix. 1. So that 
. 15 theſe are not Chriſt's, but Parliament-Biſhops 
+ Land Prieſts, ſay they; and fo muſt all that 
| 255 come from this OT 7 Ron Bp o_ not. 
1 ve hat the they had not. all 1018.19 an- 
1105 wel „%% p WW 


; ( 82 * 8 
ſwrer'd by a Learned Biſhop, in his Vindica- J tis 
tion of the Ordination of the Church of Eng- I of t 
land: Who tells us, That Arch-Biſhop Cran- ¶ Sect 
mer was truly Conſecrated and Invelted, as 1:bl: 
any of the Roman Chiirch were, and Con- We 
firmed by the Pope, who ſent him a Pall; Jed. f 
and as an Evidence that he was ſo, they de- Prin 
graded him before his Martyrdom: So that mul 
he being the Fountain of the Church of Eng- I fy p 
land that ſucceeded him, he being truly || an 
Conſecrate d, all that he Ordained, and that ſuch 
are derived from him, are by the Doctrine of Hon 
the Church of Rome true Biſhops and 
„ they 
But here is ſtill a Difficulty unremoved: J then 
Matthem Parker made a great many Biſhops, | war 
and they among them a great many Prieſts, may 
10 well as Biſhop Cranmer ; and all their] Tema 
Characters are fo much alike, that no Body] Mini 
can tell one from the other. ER their 
So that we are at a loſs which, if either, Molc 
are in the Right: For whoever claims this 
Privitedge to make Officers, for all the Chur-Þ —— 
ches of Chriſt, ought to carry about him theſ - 
unqueſtionable Mark of Infallibility ; elſe 
they 2 ſet up the worſt, and refuſe thq 
beft, and ordain none but their own Fay. 
ion, and ſuch only as will preach whatj _. 
Golpel, or what of the Goſpel they pleaſe OV. 
and reject or depoſe all others; for they only |; . 
that can make, may unmake. But if t this 
Papiſts were 10 good as their Words, u dow 
nend go no further fox infallible Guider, bu Þ) 


\ 


* A» 
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tis they that have verified the Conſequence | 


of theſe Pretenſions; nor can we have better 
Security from thoſe who own themſelves fal- 


lible, that in time they will not do ſo too: 


We have had Inſtances what may be expect- 


ed from one and t'other ; and indeed, the 


Principles on which this Claim is founded, 
mult needs render the Practice of Chriſtiani- 


ty precarious : For if the Churches of Chriſt 


can have no Paſtors, but thoſe who pleaſe 


ſuch an Order of Men, let their Denomina- 


tion be what it will, we may very ſhortly 
have no other Doctrine preached, but what 
they allow : For if a Paſtor, when made by 
them, was ſound in the Faith, and after- 
wards turn Heretick, thoſe that made him, 
may refufe to unmake him, and the People 
remain under a neceſſity of attending on his 
1 or forced to take another off of 
_ ands, that was caſt in the fame 
old. 


3 5 


CHAP. XL 
Of an uninterrupted Succeſſion. 


| O55. T* E Papiſt and Prelatical Ordainy 
1 ers, and ſome others too, claim 


this Authority by a Divine Right, derived 


down to them from Chriſt and his Apoſiles, 


Webby - 
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Anſm. I. Firſt, as to the Juſtice, or Right 
to this Pretention : It has not yet been made 
appear, that God hath by any unalterable 
Law, eſtabliſhed an uninterrupted Succei- 
ſion, as the ordinary ſtanding Means of pre- 
ſerving Officers in his Churches ; and if 
any one, from the Impreſſions of Intereſt or 


Education, ſhall think himſelf concerned in 


this Point, it will be incumbent on him to 
produce thoſe Inſtitutions, and very clear 
ones too, for the Jus and Right may infer a 
Debitum, that it ought to have been, but 
not that it always has ſo been; for in this 
caſe, the leaſt failure breaks the Chain. 

II. Secondly, as to the Fact: That has 
not yet been manifeſted to the World by any 
Authentic and Infallible Catalogues, or 
any other way; nor is it poſſible to demon- 
ſtrate this pretended Succeſſion, eſpecially by 
thoſe that claim this Power; and from what 
Popes and Biſhops they derive ; and this 
Difficulty will appear, 

Firft, 8 what a Learned Biſnop tells 
us, That Stephen the Fourth, in a Synod de- 
creed, That the Ordinations which his Pre- 


deceſſor, Pope Confantine, had made, were 


null and void; and that Photius, from 


Lay-man, paſſing through all the inferiour If 


Orders, in ſix Days, contrary to the Canons, 


Had no Power to Ordain, and all the Orders! 


he made, were nulled by Pope Nicholas; 
and that the Orders given by Pope Formo ſus, 


were nulled by Pope Stephen the Sixth; _ | 
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that one Schiſm, (had there been no more) 
which laſted above Fifty Years, when one 
Pope ſate at Rome, another at Avignion, was 
enough to have broke the Chain of Succeſſi- 
on, by their continual repeated Cenſures 
and Excommunications, which paſſed Pope. 
againſt Pope; and tis confeſſed, one was 
in the wrong, and the Cenſures fell juſtly 
CCC 35 
And further, That Biſhops appeals to 
their own Hiſtories, what a Series of Mon- 
ſters of Men thoſe Popes were 2 How infa- 
mouſly they were Elected ; often by the 
Whores of Rome; and how flagitious they 
were, he refers to Barronius himſelt. 
II. Second ly, from Simonies, Infidelities, 
Adulteries, and Murthers, that have been 
found and practiſed amongſt the Popes and 
Biſhops of Rome; fo manifeſt in the Hiſtory 
and Lives of thoſe Men, written by their 
own Party, that none can deny it: But it 
muſt remain on Record, as Evidence ſuffi- 
cient, and more than enough, to interrupt 
the pretended Succeſſion: So that if any will 
ſtill claim Authority from, or by ſuch, as 
the Succeſſors of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, I 
think we may juſtly doubt their Call to Of- 
fice, and renounce all Power derived from 
uch a Generation: For the Church of Rome 
1s not worſe now, than The was in the Time 
our Reformers lived; and if her Ordina- 
tion was good then, tis now. But few 
Proteſtants will fay that, and the French 
5 | diſown 
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N 2 {own-it ; and if bad now, it was not good 

. 

III. Thhirdly, Nor does a Succeſſion of 
Perſons, without a Succeſſion in Doctrine, 
ſignifie any thing; and yet according to 

their Doctrine, if a Pope, or Biſhop, turn 

Infidel or Atheiſt, which is very poſſible, 
for what has been, may be; and while ſuch, 
by Virtue of the Ordination he had when a 
Papiſt, he ſhould continue to Ordain Biſhop 

or Prieſt, theſe ſhould be true Paſtors of 

Chriſt's Churches, as they fay, and the Line 

of Succeſſion cannot be broken: But how 

many in the World have pretended that, 
which they never had ; but have forged 

Letters of Ordination, of which I knew 

three, and Mr. X. B. many more: And if 

their ſcandalous Lives had not provoked 

Men to an Enquiry, they might have paſſed 

in the Croud undiſcovered, as in other Pla- 

ces, where afterwards, very likely, they 

did; and ſome of them, or others of like 

Stamp, might ſometimes, without a Mira- 

cle, climb up into the Biſhop's Chair, and 

Ordain others, and they more. And how 
is it poſſible for me, or the Doctor of our 
Pariſh, to know whether this hath never 

happen d in his Line? And whether he be 

rightly Ordained, or I know that he is fo ? 

And if this fucceſſive Ordination be not ne- 

ceflary, becauſe impoſſible to be known, it is 

not neceflary to be. 5 * 
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Lins bs, 
IV. And were this pretended Fact and 
Right both granted, and ſuppoſe ſome in 
the World to have eſcaped thoſe interrupt- 
ing Accidents, which happend to many o- 
thers; 75 ſince there were ſo many Spuri- 
ous and Counterfeit, and more that have 
unawares derived from them, it will remain 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh between the true 
and falſe Ordainers, till fome miraculous. 
Character of Diſcrimination ſhall appear 
more viſible than the indelible one, which 
yet was never ſeen, felt, or underſtood, ex- 
cept in Rev. 13. 16. and ch. 14. 9. tho of- 
ten heard of. That Learned Biſhop, p. 104. 
tells us, That about the Succeſſion of Or- 
der, tis impoſſible for any Man to be ſa- 
* tisfied in it; for a great many Ages ago, 
© alt thoſe Inſtruments are loſt : So that how 
* Ordinations were made in the Primitive 
Churches, we cannot certainly know; 
© unleſs the Authentick Regiſters of all A- 
ges of the Church could be ſhewn, which 
* cannot be, as he fays : For tho' we were 
„fully fatisfied, that all the Prieſts in this 
Age were duly ordain'd, yet if we be not 
© as ſure, that all who Ordained them had 
© Orders rightly given them, and ſo u 
« wards till the Days of the Apoſtles, the 
© Doubt will (till remain. Beſides this, the 
© Doctrine of the Intention of the Miniſter, 
© being neceflary to make a Sacrament, and 
* they make Orders a Sacrament, there wall 
* always remain a Doubt, whether ah 
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© be truly given: And this cannot be clear'd, 
ſince none but God can know Mens Inten- 
tions. Pray read what Chillingworth writ on 
this Subject, page 73, and go. of the Se- 
cond Edition, where fe makes the Succeſſion 


to depend on ſo many Contingencres, that 


tis next to 1mpoſſible they ſhould be unin- 


terrupted, viz. © That the Prieſt muſt have 


A 


been Baptized with due Intention, that 
the Miniſter of his Baptiſm was not a ſe- 
 cret:Jew, nor a Moor, ner an Atheiſt, but 


that he was not drunk, nor diſtracted, at 


out of Negligence omitted the Intention. 
And the ſame muſt be of the Biſhop that 
Ordained him, that he was rightly Bapti- 


that thoſe who made him were {o too, and 
ſo up to the very Fountain of Prieſthood ; 
the like of their Popes, in which there are 
a Thouſand Requyſites, whereof any one 


Ground. So he concludes, that amongſt 
the Millions which make up the Romuth 
Hierarchy, there are not Twenty. true 
ones, according to their own Doctrine. 
Obj. But after all this, *tis confidently af- 
rmed; that nothing can obliterate this 


firmed 
Character: Once 4 Prie, and always a 
TTY TN Ones Anon ORs 


* 
* 


a Chriſtian in Heart, as well as in Proteſ- 
ſion ; not a Samoſatanian, nor an Arian ;- 


the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, nor 


ꝛzed and Ordained, and a true Prieſt, and 


3 the whole Fabrick falls to the 
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Anſw. "Tis indeed the Intereſt of all who 
epend on this kind* of Ordination, to af- 
firm this, tho' no Proof at all for it, but the 
ouncil of Trent's Anathema, on all that 
leny any Character 1mprinted ; or ſay, that 
; Prieſt may return to be a Laick. But why 
hen did they degrade Fohn Hus, and Ferom 


f Prague, at Conflance ? Biſhop Cranmer at 
it Pæxford, before they burnt them? And Mr. 


ohnſon at Paul's, before they whipped him 
o Tyburn? What degrade a Prieſt, and 


Ft he continue a Prieſt ? is hard to recon- 
„le. | 2 | 


And ſhould that worthy Gentleman, Mr. 


Fohnſon, be made a Biſhop, Idoubt not but 


is Ordination would be altogether as good 
s the reſt. 7 {24% 
And how many Excommunicate Popes 


Ind Biſhops have continued ſo, good Or- 


lainers as before, according to their Do- 
rine? But are not all Excommunicate 
*erſons as Heathens and Publicans? And 
ay ſuch be Ordainers of Officers in, and 


rer the Churches of Chriſt, Monſftrum hore 


endum, &c. . 

For if the Church of Rome, ſo called, con- 
mue a true Church of Chriſt, and its Offi- 
ers the Miniſters of Chriſt, what. Ground 
or thoſe many Accuſations of Idolatry and. 
\poſtacy, Cc. brought againſt them by 
hoſe, who at another time are deriving . 
heir Ordination from them? But if guilty 


P what laid to their Charge, bow can == _ 
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of the Reformation think, the Prieſts u thei) 
Rome are true Miniſters of Chriſt, when;ncipa 
they were the Ringleaders of all AbominaJſes . as 
tion, Fer. 23. 15. From the Prophets of 7*ith O; 
ruſalem, and the Prieſts of Rome, is Profancſheir Ri: 
neſs gone forth into all the Land; and there Hpſerval 
fore we may juſtly conclude, the Roman Fa In the 
Ction is now no more a true Church ead th 
Chriſt, nor her Prieſthood any longer Mihhot hig 
niſters of Chriſt. ; hom 
O05. Yet I have heard one pleading fond offi 
Baal, and objecting, That an Inſtitution offfiþis is t 
_ Chriſt, cannot be made void by Man: Feorſhart of 
(faith he) as they (the Popiſh Prieſts) ar rom b 
Ordained to offer Propitiatory Sacrifice foſnore c 
Quick and Dead, they are Miniſters of th m. 6 
Papal Apoſtacy, not of Chriſt ; but as theynd 9. 
are Ordained to Preach the Goſpel, he dareſhe eſſe 
not ſay, their Miniſtery is a meer Nul And v 
. | : nclea! 
\  Anſw, I. This Objection ſuppoſes theſhing * 
_ Prieſthood of Rome, to be the Miniſters dfþointn 
Chriſt, by, and from an uninterrupted AFfhoſe | 
poſtolical Extraction; which has been alWontr: 
ready expoſed. 5 Fant 
II. It takes for granted, that their Ordi Vork 
nation is inſtituted by Chriſt, which everſſne de 
one that is willing to judge for himſelf, maſcatio- 
try, by comparing the Scriptures with theiſß. 2, 4 
Forms of Ordination: Some of the molt anf-ofir 
cient of their Rituals, (about Anno 560. ning! 
make no mention of their Prieſt offeringhe Si: 
Sacrifice: But thoſe about Anno 950. andÞcath 


FCC 
their late Forms, continue that as the 
rincipal part, together with other Foppe- 
Jes; as the giving a Ring a Kiſs, a Staff 
ith Oyl on the Thumbs, &c. which ſhew 
eir Rituals are not Apoſtolical. And 'tis 
Iſervable, that in the Orders they confer 
In the Deacons, they give Power only to 
Jed the Scriptures. But their chief, tho 
ot higheſt Order, is the Prieſthood, to 
hom they give Power to celebrate the Maſs, 


Wis is the main, and with them the eſſential 
Fart of the Prieſt's Office; which is fo far 
From being of way: Born nothing can be 


ore contrary to the 
Nom. 6. 10. Chrift died once, &c. Heb. 7. 27. 


he eſſential part be vicious, t 


Ordi Works and Grace cannot ſtand together, 
everſſne deſtroys the other, Gal. 2. 11. f Fufi- 


; Maſſcation be by the Law, Chriſt died in vain, Gal. 


theiſß. 2, 4. If you are ee Chriſt ſhall 


ft an rot you nothing. And if that Doctrine, 
560. Iningled as ſome would have done, with 


Erinthe Simplicity of the Goſpel, made void the 


. andDcath of Chriſt to themſelves, much more 1s 


the 


nd offer Sacrifice for Quick and Dead; and 


ſpel of Chriſt : See 


_ —————— — 
22 - 


nd 9. 28. ch. 10. 10. 1 Pet. 3 18 And if 

e whole is ſo; 
und who can bring a clean thing out of an 
nclean, Oc. So that if there were any 
hing in their Ordination, of Divine Ap- 
Pointment, it ſhould be null and void, by 
hoſe Abominations joined with it: For 
ontraries cannot unite; Judaiſm and Chri- 
janity cannot be reconcil'd, Act, 15. 5. 


Jdols, they ſhall not come near me to * 
fice of a Prieff, Why then may not the A- 


ſtian Character, when. the Papiſts not only 
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. Schilmaticks ? But thoſe who have no Or- 
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the joining of Idolatrous Rights with DiyinſWunation 
Inſtitution, become abominable to the Lordþtrous 1 
Exod. 3 2. 5. The Sacrifice of the Calf, is nod. W 
ſanctified to the Lord, by Aarons calling M Poor? 
a Feaſt to the Lord: For Deuteronomy 32. ) . 
tis ſaid, They facrificed to Devils, not at 
all to God. So that altho an Inſtitution o 
God cannot be made void by Man, yet i 
Divine Inſtitution may be made void to 
thoſe that join any thing inconſiſtent with 
it: For the Death of Chriſt is in vain, and 
therefore void to thoſe that ſeek Juſtificatio 
by the Law; and Chriſt himſelf profits no- 
thing to thoſe, who join Circumciſion with 
his Inſtitutions :. For if the Prieſthood of the 
Jewiſh Church, entail'd on the Zevires, by 
a Special Inſtitution, might be forfeited, Hoſ. 
+ 6. Thos ſhalt be no Prieſt to me, ſeeing. thou 
aft forgot the Law of the Lord thy God. Ezek, 
44. 12, 13. Becauſe they miniſtred 7 their 
o the 


poſtacy and Idolatry of the Papiſts, make 
null and void their Prieſthood, with a Non 
Obſtante to the Canon of Trent, and Plea of 
Mr. Ball? Why then ſhould any of the Re- 
formed Miniſters be ſo fond of the Antichri- 


deny and diſown any ſuch, Orders coming 
from them, but their Biſhops, at their Or- 
dination, ſwear Deſtruction to all the Re- 
formed, under the Terms of Hereticks and 


dination 


A 4 © 
ivinination, but what is derived from rhe Ido- 
Lord Witrous Prieſthood, may juſtly be queſtion- 
is nod, Whether they came in at the right 
ng 1 Door ? | x 
2. 17 
Ot at 
on 0 "3 
gk | HAF. AI. 
as Of Laying On of Hands, 


with 


, * 


Mpoſition of Hands, is urged by all three 
Sorts of Ordinances before- mentioned, as 
ndiſpenſibly neceſſary, in conveying Of- 
Scc-Power, and fo eſſential, that no Paſtors 
ya Church, can be rightly conſtituted with- 
ut it. But this Doctrine requires Two 
then Things to ſupport it. 
Pzek. I. A poſitive and unalterable Inſtitution. 
their II. ee ee Marks, — * 
we the true Impoſers, amongſt the 

4. feveral Pretenders. {4 TH 
make L 1. As to the Firft : We find in the Old 
Non Eeſtament, that Poſture uſed on drvers Oc- 
ea of aſions ; Jacob on his Sons, Gen. 48. 14. The 
Re- Frieſts on Sacrifices, Lev. 3. 2. 8. chap. 4. ver. 
chri-P 15. And many more places, where we 
only ſhnd Impoſition of Hands; but no Office- 
ning Power conveyed. But in, or at the maki 
Or- In Officer, we may compare Numb. 27. 18. 
ith Deut. 34. 9. where we find, that 
Ipecial Direction of the Lord, Moſes was 
ommanded to Lay his Hands on Joſhua, 
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and ſet, him before the Congregation, an 
gave him 2 in their ſight : And De, 
44. 9. tis aid, That Joſhua was full of th 
. 5 of Wiſdem ; for Moſes had laid hy 
Hands on him. In this firſt Example, i 
this Geſture of Laying on of Hands, at th 
9 GS A 
1. Firft, It was God that appointed 
ſhua an Officer, at the Prayer and Requel 
of Moſes. Te | } | 
2. Secondly, By Laying on of Hands, wi 
not to give or convey Office- Power; but tonforn 
extraordinary Gifts of Wiſdom, and Spirff In th. 
of Government. id. 4 
3. Thirdly, The Caſe was extraordinary, * or 
4. Fourthly, But an Example. y Spe 
5. Fifthly, No Command for the Cont; 4; 
nuance of rt, as a ſignificant Sign. TANG 
5. Sixthly, This Office here Ordain d, Itraor 
a Military Office, a General of an Army 2h 
and ſerves to no Eccleſiaſtical Purpoſe ; Murk < 
will any one of them ſay, that Impoſition 1 live 
Hands by Generals, is neceſſary to the Col „. 
ſtitution of a new General. The Peopfhq, 28 
made David King, there was no need for J ble. 
Fer e make him ſo, by Laying en Jas 1; 


Tiands. P17; rda1 ; 
II. The Second is, Numb. 8. 9. where t 5 
faid, Thou ſhalt bring the Levites before i. and 
Tabernacle of . e ae®.3 0585 1 ſhAtye th 
gather the le (Kohal) Eccleſia, the Chur y thei 
15 the Children of tree ether, and thou y G1 
bring the Levites vefare E, Oe anus 1. 
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e 
ef rac! (ſome, or many of them) ſhalt 
Hands on the Levites, Here we have a 
Wcry great Example; the Levites are ſet a- 
irt for Eccleſiaſtical Service; which is all 
in be meant by Office- Power, and that by 
poſition of Hands; but it was the Peo- 
e, or ſome of them, that laid Hands on 
Ne Levites „not Levites on Levites ; and 
erefore makes againſt Prieſts making 
rieſts; and being but an Example, is not 
cient to oblige the People to a perpetual 
onformity. e 
In the New Teſtament, fo well as in the 
Id, this Poſture is uſed to ſignifie the Per- 
In, or Thing deſigned for, or ſet apart for 
y Special Ecclefiaſtical Uſe or Service, or 
Hoſe for whom Bleſſings were prayed for; 
„ Sin healing of the Sick, or conveying the 
nd, traordinary Gifts of the Spirit, Mat. 9. 18. 
Arm, thy Hand upon her, and ſhe ſhall live. 
ſe; rk 5. 29. Lay thy Hands upon her, that ſhe 
HON ſ live. Mark 16. 18. They ſhall lay Hands 
e Coſ the Sick, and they. ſhall be healed. And 
Peorh2; 28. 8. Paul prayed, and laid his Hands on 
| for ( hlius, and healed him. Acts 9. 14, 17. A- 
8 ON $25 laid his Hands on Paul, but did not 

„Hdain him., And in conveying the extra- 
here dinary Gifts of the Spirit, As 8. 15. Pe- 
e i and John prayed, that they might re- 
0s ſhire the Holy Ghboff. Ver. 17. Then laid 
uur ey their Hands on them, and they received the 
04 a Gb. Ac 19. 6. When Paul laid his 
ale and; upon them, the * | 

= | - 


— 9. 


„ 
and they ſpake with Tongues, and Propheſied, & 
But all this was extraordinary ; and wher 
this Gift is not continued, the empty Cerc 
mony need not be contended for more tha 
for Breathing, John 20. 22. Extream Undi 
on. James 5.15. Waſhing of Feet. Joh. 1; 
14. Love-Feaſts. Jude 12. or the holy Ki 
1 Gr. 16. 20. Chrift laid his Hands on liti 
Children, Mark 10. 16. yet did not mak 
them Biſhops, or Elders ; but did not la 
Hands on the Diſciples, when he Ordainei 
them to be Apoſtles, Johy 20. 22. and 14a 
22. 18. Acts 13.1. 3 The Church of An 
tioch faſted and prayed, and laid Hands o 
Paul and Barnabas, and deſigned them to Jj; 2 3 N 
Work by ſpecial Direction, but did noſ n {ids 
make them Officers, nor give them Com. 
miſſion, Cg. that they had before by ar, 
immediate Call and Deſignation; Tim. 5 
22. Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, neither b 
Partakers of other Mens Sins, Dr. Hamon 
fays, That Laying on of Hands, in thy, 
Text, has relation to the Penitent, not hay] 
ſtily to abſolve them, till their Repentancg.. 
be manifeſted. And to this the Non-Juring 
Church of England muſt ſubſcribe, ſincg.: 
three of them uſed this Poſture on Sir J. 
and M. P, before their Execution; this be 
ing a Poſture, uſed when they prayed for 
the Pardon of any ones Sins in particular 
and this the next Words, (Neither be Parta 
hers of other Mens Sin,) may ſeem to fa 
your; But whatever the Sence be, it doe 
Lo no 
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mak) 
if it 
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not appear, that it means any thing of not 
making Biſhops and Paſtors ſuddenly; fot 
if it reſpected the healing of the Sick, or 
il conveying the extraordinary Gifts of the a 
8 Jpirit, theſe ſhould not be done in haſt, 1 Tin. = 
4.3, 24. Give attendance to Reading, El- 
0 hortation, and Doctrine, neglect not the 
, oy Gift (not Office) that is in thee, which was 
rag given thee by Propheſie, with the laying on 
= "F of the Hands of the Presbitery: Compare 
ey 2 Tim. 1.5. Stir up the Gift of God which 
is in thee, by the putting on of my Hands. 
95 Here is not a word of making Timothy a 
ds Bishop, or Paſtor; for he was an Evange- 
I achliſt at that time, and needed not the Ordi- 
Ver nation of a Presbitery, 2 Tim. 4. 5. tis Do 
8 the Work of an Evanzelift not as in Atl; 20. 
oy p 5 2 aſtor was to feed the Church of 
wy b But here you have only an account of the 
oe ulfilling a Prophecy in confering on Tim- 
im t the. extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, 
"ot Haſand bis ute and exerciſe of them in Exhor- 
MANF ation and Teaching, Heb. 6. 1, 2. is alſo 
A Preſſed into the Service of the Impoſers, tho 
„ CY is doubtful what the laying on of Hands in 
i. Fs his place, may refer to, Cc. Therefore 
o_ caving the beginning of the Doctrine of 
1 ar hriſt (the firſt or Catechiſtical Principles? 
ticula get us go forward to Perfection, Eph. 4. 13. 
e Part. ot laying again the Foundation, (1 Cr. 3. 
1 to 1) of Repentance and Faith in Gods 9 
it doe This he preſuppoſed thoſe Hebrew Chriſti :. 
„ W Too. 


, & 
r het 
— 
ele 
| that 


ans well acquainted with) and the Doctrine I Nr 
of Baptiſm (in which they are Symbollicall 
|, repreſented) and laying on of the Hands ki 
(the Sign put for the thing uſually accompa- th 
nying that Geſture, viz. Healing the Sick, 
and conveying the extraordinary Gifts of 
the Spirit, which in thoſe days wasa Con- 
firmation of the Truth of Chriſtianity. But IND 
If this be not the full ſence of the Words, a 
yet whatever they may fignifie, here appears 
nothing of Biſhops making Prieſts, or one 
another by Impoſition of Hands : But ra- Wbe 
ther, that the Author is ſhowing his Method 
and Deſign in this Epiſtle, viz. Not alway 
dwelling on the firft Rudiments of Chriſti-] Ga 
anity, but to preſs forward to higher Attain- 
ments: Acts 6. is for ought appears, the 
oy Example in the New Teſtament we C 
find; where this Ceremony was uſed in orf © th 
upon ordinary Officers, ec. whon 
But Firſt, This is at the Ordination off ele 
Deacons, and tho of Divine Inſtitution, yet 2 
ſome great Men deny that Order to be ot wif 
Continuance, and ſay they, are but Tem hat tf 
rary or Subordinate Officers, and Minilter: 
to Chriſts Miniſters, as aTip-Staff to a Judge x he 
and therefore this place ought not to be urg and: 
ed to juſtiſie the neceſſity of impoſing Handy VS: 
23 Officers of anothei ang 5. 
Fecondly, Where we find Mention of orf. Indec 
Auaining Eiders, Aft 14. 23, Af 1. 22, 24©.We 
John 20. 22. Matthew ult. We have not {V0 
4x — - - 
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word of laying on Hands, nor is this o 
r Deacons more than a bare „ 
| x. _ Thirdly, No Divine Law or Inſtitution - 
H hitherto appears for the continuance of this 
Ceremony, nor can it be thought (in the 
Words of the learned Dr. Owen) that Impoſt- 
ion of Hands can have any cauſal Influence 
But | ute the Communication of Office Power, 
Js | And were the Inſtitution made out, that it 
I ought to be fo, the difficulty yet remains, 
Peal> where are the true Inipoſers to be found? 
One Who are they? Every Sect have their Pre- 
Fn A tenders, every body has them, but no body 
Iwayl Knows where to find them; the ordinary 
Ee. way of getting this Art by uninterrupted 
9275 Succeſſion, that Fails, and if any will claim 
x E. (as Paul did Gala. x. 12.) by an extraordi- 
del nary and immediate Commiſſion from Gd, | 
ww ord ct them-ſhow it by their Works, that on 
m whomſoever they lay: Hands, they ſhall re: 
jon off Ve the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo be qualifiek 0 
"of ith Gifts and Graces for the Work of the 
"4, 2 of Muuſtry, but nothing of this appears, — +, 2M 
. noo that the Impoſers, one and another, can nei- 
iniſterl ther give nor take away the Gifts nor Graces + 1 
| 79 of the Spirit, by their laying on, or taking oft 
Jude Hands, no otherwiſe than licenſing Mid- 
Handl wives and Phyſitians ;for as to their collating 
Jany internal Talent or Ability, their Grants 
and Prohibitions are like invalid Smirk, p. 2. 
r bil. Indeed the Church of Rome, ſeeing how vain 
8 22. 2 lit would be to preſs the uſe of this Ceremony © + 
net [without theConconyitantGift orGrace going 


U # 
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To) © 
along with it or conveied by it, have decreed « 
that if any Man fay, the Holy Ghoſt is not N ,,q 
given by the Holy Ordination, and that the 


1 £ . 12 ſ 
| ſhop ſays, in vain, receive the Holy Ghoſt, 1. 
Nor any Character is Imprinted, or that a J the 


| Prieſt may return to be a lay-Man, let him I 460; 
q be Anathema, Pat. Paul Hiſt. Con. Trent. pa. ne 
| 739. And herein the Papiſts are more agree- Faith 
j able than thoſe of the Reformation, who 1mi- I Cont 
= tate them. by keeping up this Ceremony on 1 
without ſo much as pretending to convey any Cl 
Benefit thereby. And furely God does no- Mini 
thing in Vain; but if Impoſition of Hands I (as of 
were appointed to continue in the Churches I Ppaſto 
of Chriſt, when the concomitant Gifts of Jy) 
healing or Conveying the Spirit are ceaſed | Cfür 
the Inſtitution to continue that Poſture I of th. 
would be in Vain, and of no Effect. It was ſolem 
the leained Grolius, that ſaid, Impoſition of tion, 
3 Hands was not of Divine Inſtitution, but curen 
a a Jewiſh Ceremony introduced by Cuſtom ] Mim 
when they prayed for others, when Chill _ 
dren were to be bleſſed, or the Sick cured, | —— 
and Conformable to this Cuſtom, not con- 
Q Fequent to any Divine precept ; © The Apo-| _ 
> - «files laid Hades hen they conferred theft 7 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and on the Apo- 5 
e ſtles themſelves were Hands laid, not toff x, '® 
« ordain them, but when they ingag d in a4 
new Deſign; and from this Ceremony their ! 
* (faith he). have ſprung up the Sagfamentsf 24 Pr 
of Confirmation, Ordination, Penance , vefer 1 
Erxtream Unction, and Mariage too, 10 . 
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(101) 
© the Ancient Chnrehos laid Hands on thoſe 
© who were newly Married, as the 4by/ines 
* uſe to this day. - And if this be true, what 
reafon can there be for preſſing this lifeleſs, 
inſignificant Ceremony, as ſome do even to 
the breach of Charity, and Contempt of 
thoſe, as no Miniſters of Chriſt, who can 
not ſee Ground enough to be found in the 


* 
a 


Faith and Practice of it. And altho ſome are 


Content to lay afide the Ceremony of laying 
oh Io. ret they will be puting in a 
Claim of Right or their Neighbouring 
Miniſters to  Aprove, Aſſiſt and ſet- apart 
(as of late call d) and without this, ſuch a 
Paſtor muſt not have the Right-hand of Fel- 
Jowſhip, which in Effect is to ſay, that all a 
Church can do in the Trial and Experience 


of their Paſtors Qualifications, and all their 
ſolemn Performances requiſit to his Ordina- 


tion, are meer nullities without their Con- 


curence, which is but ſhifting Hands, and 


Mimicking the Prelat au Clalſis. 
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; The manner of Papiſtical Ordination. ] 


1 0 E the Pope. 


A Thepariſh Prieſts of Rome, firſt choſe 
their Biſhops, afterwards called Popes. Thole 
24 Fresbyters, were in the time of Pope Sil 
veſter the firſt, called r that is, Prin- 
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1 
ces of the Church, whoſe number ſoon grew 15 ple: 
uß to Seventy, and ſometimes more, thoſe Proce 
Gentlemen are they that chooſe the Pope as | ducts 
they are Influenced by the Emperors and he 18 
Kings of Spain and Fance, or other ſecular Hym 
Ends and Deſigns: The Pope being choſen, their 
the Gates of the Conclave are open'd, the he hat 
firſt Cardinal Deacon Proclaimes, Aunun- may 
rio vobis gaudium magnum, &c. Then the Then 
Pope gets upon the Altar, the Biſhops Kneel Card 
before him Singing, Te deum. The Cardi- buſir 
L. nals perform their Act of Adoration, Kiſs 2h 

N his Feet and Hand, and the Pope bleſſes the the F 
= People; after this they proceed to the Coro- ſome 
nation, about which is a Day full of Ceremo- Dom 

( nies; he is clothed with a Caſſock, Girt | More 

| with a long Girdle, on that the Stole and Ord: 
Pluyil or Scarlet Robe, on his Head a rich] 2, K. 
Miter, his Train held up by Kings or Prin- the ( 
ces, the Canopy over his Head is ſupported F| with 
by Eight Embaſfadors or Nobte-Men ; | The 
they proceed to St. Peters Church, where dain 
the Cardinals k:iis his Hand, and the Prelates then 
huis Feet; the Pope bleſſes the People, then 
the firſt Cardinal Biſhop Conſecrates the 
Pope, (i. e.) anoints with Oil his Head him 
and Palms of his Hands, then the Pope 
Joes tothe Steps aſcending to the Altar of Rom 
St. Peter; Where a Throne is erected. for him, 
„ Then the Triara or Triple Crown is ſet on his date 
"A Head, the People make a loud Acclamation mak 
Vith a (re Elifon) or Lord have Mercy ig 
cen us, Upon which the Indulgence the Pope] 44 
| | 6 — 4 h is 
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is pleaſed to give, is Proclaimed; then the 
Proceſſion to the Lateran, where he is con- 
ducted to the Sedes S:ercoraria, from whence 
he is raiſed by the Cardinals ſinging this 
Hymn, He hath put down the Mighty from 
their Seats, and exalted the Humble and eek, 
he hath raiſed the Needy from the Duſt, that be 
may ſet him amougſt the Princes of the Peoples 
Then again, he receives the Adoration ofthe 
Cardinals and Prelates, GC. And ſo that 
buſineſs is over. 1 7 IS 


2ly. Their Biſhops are ordained either by ä 


the Pope in Perſon, or in the Popes name by» 
{ome Biſhop Commiſſioned by him, called 
Dominus Apoſtolicus, he with two Biſhops 


more perform the Ceremony, in which thele 


Ordainers give theNewBithop a Staff. aRing, 
a Kiſs of Peace, puts Chriſome on his Thumb, 
the Goſpel is lard on his Head and Shoulders 


with theſe Words, go Teach al! Nations &&. 


The Queſtions asked the or- 
dained Biſhop are, ſome of 


that tis a Shame to Tranſlate 8 3 4 Ec 
them, and the Oath taken by * 
him is to the Pope, To defend and promote 
the Rights, Honours and Authority of the 
Roman- Church, their Lord the Pope and 


his Succeſſors, his Decrees, Orders and Man- 


dates, to obſerve with all his ſtrength, and 
make them to be obſerv d by others, and to 
his Power Proſeoute and Oppoſe all Here- 


ticks, Schiſmaticks and Rebels againſt their 
up ip 1 1 | F. 4 a | Aid 
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Vindication, | 
them, ſo Obſceneand Filthy, ien, 
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e 
ſaid Lord the Pope, and his Succeflors, &c 


3ly. In ordaining a Prieſt, the Biſhop 
lays on Hands, anoints the Head and Hands, 


with Oil, and Chriſom, then gives the 


Veſtmente, the Patent, with the Hoſt Chal- 
die, and power to Celebrate the Mals, and 


offer Sacrifice for Quick and Dead, ſaying, 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Sins you re- 


mit, are remitted, whoſe Sins you retain are 


retained, Cc. 


The manner of ordaining inferior Officers, 
viz, Deacons, Sub-Deacons, Acholithites, 
Exorſiſts, Readers, Porters, Cc. may be read 
in Dr. Ames, Bellarmin Enervat, Tom. 3 


and more in Biſhop Burnet, in his Ordhuation 


of the Charch.of England, out of Morinus and 
Faſques*amnd other Papiſts, Cc. who fay 
that Impoſition of Hands is the Matter, and 
the words uttered, viz. Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt is the Form of Ordination, that the 
Sacramental Grace 1s conferred by the Mat- 
ter, Ge . 

All theſe ſeem to be a moſt Horrid and 
Blaſphemous heap of Fopperies, to be deſpiſ- 
ed not imitated, much leſs to be owned as 
the Fountain from which the Paſtors of 


Chriſtian Churches derive their Call, Fer. 


15. 26. Theſe and the like Practices impoſ- 
ed on the World, have provok't one great 
Man into a warm Receritment: I forbear 
his name, for all Men of Reading know 
him, and hope the Gentlemen of the Cha- 


raſter will give me a caſt of their Office 


white 
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'c while J tranſcribe x little. I ſhall conclude, 
hop I ſays he, when J have faid a word of the 
ads, moſt Helliſh of all the Innovations brought 
the F< in by the Pope, which is the Clergy. 
(Theſe ſays he, are a ſort of Men, under pre- 
and F< tence of Miniftring to the People in Holy 
ne, “ Things, make one another, and ſeparate 
re- and ſet apart themſelves from the reſt of 
rare Mankind, from whom they have a very 
J diſtinct and very oppoſite Intereſt by a 
ers, Humane Ceremony called by a Divine 
tes, © Name, viz. Ordination; and theſe make 0 
read F< a Band, which may be called, the 'Fani- il 
?. 3. zaries of the Papacy, who have been the 
71108 F< cauſe of all the Soleciſmes and Immoral- 
ties in Government, and all the impie- 
{ay ties and abominations in Religion, wko- 
and F< by the Ignorance, Folly and blind Zeal of 
Joly F< the Northen People hive been permited to 
* intrude themſelves upon, and invade the 
* Governments of Chrifendom and exempt 
* themſelves from Secular Juriſdiction toge- 
* ther with their Lands and Goods; and not 
content with this, wilt appoint Courts of 
© their own to decide Feſtamentary Matters, 
© Marriages, Divorces, ' and many other 
Jer. things, and to give Protection to the moſt 
1pol- | « execrable Offenders whom God hath com- 
Zreat c manded to be puniſhed with Death. The. 
bear |< word Clergy is unknown tothe Scriptarts, 
no. [© otherwiſe than im this) ſence, a pecullar 
People, Gods 1 Lot, F true Bel 1 the ; 
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(106) 
was not in thoſe days ever appropriated to 
the Paſtors or Elders of the Flock: But 
did ſignifie indifferently, all the People 
Aſſembled together, called Eccleſia, Con- 
* eregation or Meeting: In theſe Aſſem- 
blies, was perform'd their Ordination, 
* which properly ſignifie no more then Ap- 
poinment or Decree of ſuch an Aſſembly, 
and particularly uſed for an Election of any 
into the Miniſtry; The manner was this, 
the Apoſtles themſelves in their Peregrina- 
nations, ſometimes any eminent Member 
* ofthe Church did ꝓropoſe to the Society 
upon a Vacancy, or other neceſſity of 1 
Paſtor, Elder or Deacon, ſome Holy Man 
to be elected, which Perſon, if he hac 
- approved Gifts and Parts, was choten by 
lifting up of Hands, that is, by Suffrage and 
Prayer made for him; theſe Men ſo ſet a 
part, did not pretend to any Conſecratio 


be q diſtinct thing from the reſt of Man 


but did attend their work of Preachins 
„ Praying, \ viſiting the Sick, with oth: 
Mini {trations which might tend to Edific: 


- have raiſed upon ſo little a Foundation, b 
the Conjuration or Spell of their New: 1 
u vented Ordination, which as they preten 
Hare little Integrity or Humanity leſt 
er | ED Sag . *-$01 
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more then they had before, nuich leſs ti 


Kind, as if they had been Metamorphoſedſ 


No fee how. immence a Structure the in 


makes them fo Sacred ànd Holy, that th 
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d to them; but this I ſhall Prophecy (faith my 9 
but © Author) that if any Prince ſhall undertake ; 
zopieſl © toReforme thoſe Abuſes and Perform his ; 
Don- © Buſineſs by Halves, and leave any Root i 
lem- I of thisClergy or Prieſt-craft, as it is now, inn 
tion, the Ground, or if that famous Reformer 4 

1 Ap-W Fled ſome Years ſince out of Picardy to ' 
nbly,ſl Geneva, ſhall not in his Model, wholl | 
any * extirpate this ſort of Men; I fay, I — 

this] * foretel, that, as well the Magiſtrate as this 

Trina © Workman, will find themſelves deceived 

mbet] in their Expectations, and that the lcaſt 

ocietyſ} © fibra of this Plant will turn to a diffuſive 

y of i} © Papacy in every Dioceſs, perhaps in every 

Man Pariſh. And much to the tame purpoſe, you - 


may find in Hiſtory, Conc. Trent. page, 333. and 
in Rycant s Preface to the Lives of the Popes. 


** 3 —— 


| | | — | Ih. 
: CH AP; XIV: 

Of Primitive Ordination, and what it is, vii 

Anſwers to ſome Objeftions. 


Rom what hath been ſaid, it plainly ap- 

-- pears, that Men have been ſtrangely de- 
luded in this matter. And that Ordination 
in the Primitive Times was quite another 
thing from what the love of Domination has 
now brought it to. ROW | 

In the Scripture we find (Cathiſteni to ſig- 
mie, Make, Appoint, Ofdain, as Titus 1. 
5: Elders," Heb. . 1. High Irie, Mar. 24. 
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47. Rulers, Luke 12. 14. Fudges, Acts 6. 2. 
Deacons. ' And that Kiro:oneſantes, Acts. 14. 
22. and 2 Cor. 8. 19. linported the man- 
ner of doing of it, viz. in giving Suffrage, 
and electing Perſons by holding up Hands; 
In this Call to Otkce, is requiſite. | 
1. The Call or Will of God, which 1s 
manifeſted in quallifving the Perſon. 
2. The Call or Will of the Church or Peo- 
ple, declared by their ſliftrage in Electing. 
3. The Call or Will of thePerſon in his Con- 
ſenting. So that Ordination is no more 
than the Churches Election of a quallified 
Perſon, and his Acceptation of that Charge 
mutually ratified in the Dedication of them- 
{elves to the Lord by Prayer and Faſting, and 
from the folemn Ratification of this mutual 
Conſent, reſults that ſpecial Relation which 
is between a Church of Chriſt and its Of- 
Reer 55 
Againſt this, many Objections are 
brought. N 
Olj. That the People who are no Officers, 
cannot make Officers, Nemo dat. 


Powe! 
from 

An 
ſpeak 
Othce 
and ( 
Pſal. 
K1ngs 
tis {1 
Mini! 
ſets 1 
for al 
Impo! 


Anf. x. Ihis holds good only when 
ſpoken of individual and ſingle Perſons, no 
Man can give Houſe or Land that has it not; 
but when the matter relates to a Communi- 
ty orsociety, tis abſurd to ſay, that the whole 
Bod y.cannot Communicate that which every 
part hath not; for the whole hath that which 
no one part hath. The People of Poland make A 
their King, nor do they call in other Kingꝗ form 
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to do it, tho' they are not Kings themſelves, 
nd the Cardinal who are no -Popes, do 
in Conclave and together make Popes, tho 
10 one individual Cardinal can do that 
vhich collectively and together is often 
one. 1 5 | 
Obj. But the Order nd Office is not 
Humane, but Divine, Acts 20. 28. The 
Holy Ghott hath made you Overſeers, their 
Power and Authority is from Heaven not 
from Men 55 
Anſw. Tis welk the Scriptures do not 


ſpeak fo much in Favour of Eccleſiaſtical 


Officers, as it does of the Secular Magiſtrate 
and Civil Officers, they are called Gods, 
Pſal. $2.1, 6. and God vs, that by him 
Kings reign, Prov. 8. 15. Nay, Rom. 13. 4. 
tis luppoſed, that Nero himſelf is called the 
Miniſter of God; and God pulls down and 
ſets up what Kings and whom he pleaſes; 
for all Power is of Ged. In this cafe, the 
Impoſers allow us to underſtand no more 
than God's Inſtitution of the Office, the 
Qualification of the Perſon, and inclining 
the People to a fit Choice, and what need 
we to underſtand more — Afts 20. 28. in 
or among which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers, what is often 4ajd to 
be done by God or the Holy Ghoſt, muſt 


be underſtood his AR and Operation ih 


whichſ and upon his Churches and People; and their 
make | 
Kings 

* 


Adds are ſaid to be his, when done con- 
formable to his Inſutution and Influence: 


The : 
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. 
The Lord raiſed up Judges; How ? By in. 
clining the people to chooſe Fephtha, for 
the people made him Head over them, Jud 

II. II. Deuter. 17. 15. Thou ſhalt ſet him 
King over thee, whom the Lord thy God 
{ſhall chooſe; which was done: 1 Sam. 11, 
15. All the people went to Gilgal, and 
there they made Saul King. Yet Chah. 
15. 11. It's {aid God repented that he {ct 
up Saul, 1 Chron. 29. 20, 22. The Congre- 
gation made Solomon King, and Zadoct to be 
Prieſt, Acts 20. 23. The Holy Ghoſt -wit- 

- nefleth in every City, ſaying that Bonds 

and Afflictions abide me; this was by his 

Acts and Influence on thoſe whom he had 

indued with the Spirit of Prophecy. But 
thoſe that allow the Churches Conſent, ne- 

ceſſary to the making a Paſtor, and that in 

Caſe he turns Apoſtate, they can Eject him, 

may plainly ſee, that nothing is got or loſt by 

this Pretention, for none can get this Power 
from Heaven but thoſe whom the Church 
ſhall. Chuſe, nor any keep it, who on good 


Anſs 
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Grounds are caſt out; But what is this Power orda 


and Authority, peculiar to Paſtor, which 


they have from Heaven ? tis neither Grace '1 
nor Miniſterial Quallifications, for thoſe are] di 
ſuppos d Anticedent to the Office, and tis 
Hard to conceive any Man ſhould have Pow-fþ 
er over a Society, but from themſelves, and 


in Virtue of their own Conſent. 
Obj. We never read of Officers 
by the People, but by Officers only. 
2K. | | 
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Aiiſm. We do read Numb. 


5. The 
people did make Levites, and 1 605. 29. 
22. the High-Prieſt, and if, by Officers 
be meant them only, excluſive of the 


People, that wants Proof; if in Conjun- 
ction with them, tis granted; but then 
twas the People, that did appoint and 
ordain ; for the Officers, if any in the Con- 
eregation, had no Negative Voice, that 
would deſtroy the. Liberty of the People, 
and make their Election a meer precarious 
thing, like the Mock-choice of Biſhops by 


the King's Conge deſlier, or Leave given the 
Dean and Chapter to elect Titus to be 


their Biſhop: And if the Officers, where 


any are, have no Negative Voice, chen 


they have no more than a ſingle Sufftage 
and Votes, as a Member only, and as they 


may be fitteſt to direct, and alt in the 


Election by Collecting the Votes, and in 


being their Mouth in Days to God in 


great a Solemnity. 


Obj. But Tims 1. 5. is commanded to 


ordain Elders in every Cit 


ty. 8 
Anſir. The Sheriff is ſaid to choſe: Num- 
den of Parliament in every Shire, that is, 


and collect tlie Votes of the People, 


9 1 


N 5s in theſe and other Texts. 


15 19. 5 Dealer. 2. I * >. 


Conjunction with the People he 
oy; nor is it attributed to him in any 

: Ot Sence,;than as it's common to attri- 

bute that to one in chief which was done 
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19. 2 Chron. 23. 11. Numb. 21. 21. 1 Chron. 
19. 19. 2 Kings 11. $2. 2 Chron. 16. 1. 
2 16. 17. Jon 4. 7, 25 
Iis ſaid, Jeſud made and baptized more 
D iſciples than John, tho Jeſus baptized none 
bdimſelf; but his Diſciples by his Dire- 


the Re 
hurch 
Act, th 
1ers, n 
y his 
n whe 


TCtion. 5 : Name 
O. But if the Officers receive their the Ch 
Commiſſion. from the Church, then they vas the 


muſt act in the Name of theChurch, but the f our 1 
Officers ought to act in the Name of Chriſt, 
. N they receive their Commiſſion from Þ 
Chrift, whoſe Ambaſſadors they are, 1 Cor. 
5. 2. Eph. 6. 2. „„ 
Anſw. Subordinata non repugnant, All 
Power being from Chriſt, every Act of 
Piſcipline and Government muſt be done 
in the Name of Chriſt, but the Action is 
not the Officer's excluſive of the Church, 
but the Act done is a Declarmg the De- 
termination of the Officers and Brethren Þ!toget 
conjunctim, ſo that the Execution of any hoſe, 
Act of Diſcipline and Government, is no- þud ch 
thing but a Declaration of what the Church Þ<{t th 
does in the Name, that is, . the Autho-Fnow! 
rity or according to the: Inſtitution of oly s 
Chriſt. For if the Church receiw d, in, or ry . 
caſt out a Member, or chooſe an Officer, hey! 
ſiuch Acts of the Church muſt be deglared Pdmir 
ini the Name of Chriſt, but not as the Act Panccꝭ 
- -ob6!; the; Omcer that declares it, but as t diſe 
ther Act of the Church. Propounding or Een 5 
Dealaring may be the Officers Act, a Ts 
31 | , | tne 5 K 
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(113) 


Ihe Receiving in or Caſting out, is the 


hurches Act, for if it be the Paſtor's 


Act, the Church cannot receive in Mem- 
ers, nor caſt out, without him, and ſo 


y his Negative he may keep. out, or keep 
n whom he pleaſes, 1 Cor. 5. 4. In the 


Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when ye 


tho- 


1 of Holy Scipture, that are neceſ- 


y O 


„Lohn 7. 49. 


the Church) are gathered together, Cc. It 


vas the Act of the Church done in the name 
four Lord Jeſus Chriſt, pronounced by an 
der, or whom they ſhall depute. And 
ho-the Title Ambaſſador, may agree in ſome 


Jence with Apoſtolical Office, yet not at all 
ith an ordinary fixed and ſtanding Office, 

| CLONE ee 40 eee 
Obj. But the People being generally Ig- 


e 


orant of the Hebrew and Greek are incompe- 
ent Judge of the Miniſterial Qualifications, 

Anſw. Some private Chriſtians are not 
together Ignorant of thoſe Languages, and 
hoſe, I ſuppoſe, may Judge for themſelves, 
ind chooſe their own Paſtors, and fer the 
eſt they want not means to come to the 
nowledge of all Truths contained in the 
See Chiling- 
wor th, Pa. $3, 
2d. Edition. 


ary to Salvation. Surely 
hey is no Ordainer that will 
Ad miniſter the ſacred Ordi- 


ances of Chriſt to ſuch as are not capable > 


f diſcerning the Lords Bod 1 and thoſe h 5 
al do that, may diſcern w o are fit to Ad- = 
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of chooſing their own Paſtors, but they whMiſcretto 
underſtand the Original Languages, thend Eld 
{uch as are Ignorant in them, are uncapabl@hriſt ar 
of the indelible Impreſſion; yet I have {aid 
known more then Two or Three of that Sorffherd,, 7 
who have been ſo, and have thought thhorant 8 
Vulgar Latin ſufficient, Eſpecially ſince tiſſo be,? 
Council of Trent has conſecrated that Verſſhall kr 
on. But what if an honeſt Chriſtian underÞbod. 
ſtands neither Hebrew nor Greek, yet ſure h Obj. 
may, by an allowed Judgment of Deſcretionfknd Orc 
ate of the Fitneſs and Qualification of Peing E 
Paſtor or Bifhop, viz. Titus 1. 6. whethehrove 
he be blameleſs in his Converſation, th Anß 
Husband of one Wife, if his Children bÞarticr 
Faithful, not accuſed of Riot or Unrulyſhot def 
not Selt-willed and ſoon Angry, not given tſſelves, 
Wine, no Striker, not given to Filthy-lucrqprivile 
a lover of Hoſpitality, and of good Men, anþre acc 
Sober, Juſt, Holy, and Temperate, @qndif 
and, 1 Tim. 2. Cc. Blamelels, Husbanfproves 
of one Wife, apt to Teach, Vigilant, Sobeiproves 
of good Behaviour, not given to Wine, not th 
Striker. Theſe Qualifications are no morſinedy. 
difficult than thoſe required in a Deacon, AMFor af 
6. and, 1 Tim. 3. 8, 9. and its plain, thfPraye 
People did paſs their Judgments before theEPaſtor 
choſe the Deacons, Ac, 6. Why then arfCorru 
they ſo uncapable to do the like on thelfChur 
Paſtors, when the Qualification differs buffhim, 
in one Particular, viz. Apt to Teach, whic:9.47: 
every one underſtands, that is apt to Learnſſhe wi. 
and we find they did with Judgment wp him, 
r 1 
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ky 
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cy 


y whi iſcretion, chooke both an Apolſtle, Ac T. 


thehind Elders, As 14, The Churches of 


apabſThriſt are his Flocks, and the Sheep of Chriſt 
. hayWre ſaid toknow the Voice of the true Shep- 
t Sorffpierd,, Fohn 10. 4, 5. And are not fuch Ig- 
ht thhorant Sots as ſome would have or make them 
ce tio be, Fohn 7: 17. He that will do his Will 
e. 155 know of the Doctrine whether it be of 
under Pod. . OP 
ure H Obj. But if the Right and Power toChooſe 


retionfind Ordain Officers be Inevery Church, they 


12 of Peing Fallible, may chooſe ſuc 
hethe rrove. Heretical. F So 1 . 
1, thi] 4nſw. Every Church, confidered as 2 
en 

nrulyhot deſtroy their right of Judging for them- 
ven tclves, becauſe they have their Right and 
Jucrqpriviledges in common with all as Men, and 
1, andre accountable to God alone for their choice 

„ ©qpndif therefore they chooſe a Perſon: that 
sbanſproves atherwiſetiian they thought or in time 
Soberproves ſo; that may be their Misfortune, 


as are, or may 


e, not their Crime, nor are they without Re- 


monfpnedy, the Means are in their own Hands: 


„ AfFor after all due Conſultation, Deliberation, 


1, thfPrayer, Adyice and Perſwaſion, ſuch a 


e thePaſtor contifuing Vicious in his Practice, or 


en atfCorrupt and Heretical in his Doctrine, the 


theiſ Church may and ought to Diſpoſe and Eject 


rs buſſhim, and chooſe another, Colle. 14. 17: Say 


whicl:o. 4rchippus, take heed to thy Miniſtry, and if 
Learniie will not, may not the Church deal with 
It W him, 1 77m. 5. 19. Againſt an Elder receive - 


Particular Church is Fallible, yet this does 
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told us which of the two or three ſorts a 


ſiuch Miniſters ſtand in tothe whole Work 


or any part thereof, before any People han 
choſe. them; for where there is no Choice « 
mutual Conſent, there can be no Moral Rel: 
tion, and where there is no Relation, ther 


- ByoOffice, . And whatever bas or may | 


__ . aid for an habitual Power, it cannot ſignif 
| any thing more or leſs than Miniſterial Quz 

lifications, and that they are ſuppos'd t 
haxe before ſuch pretended ſending. 

But what, in the Language of the Scrip 
tlire, can we underſtand by ſending ? 

I. It would have been kindly done to ha 


the True Senders, for the Biſhop and Cla 
will never agree upon that Point, but leay 
us in doubt. | h | 


nt me, 
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hoſt, 
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29. Sending as it ſignifies a meer Valedicti f 
ion, taking leave, or diſmiſſing, is not worrf 
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thy contending for, as Laban to Rebehah] 
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OG». 24. 59. And Abraham his Concubines 
3, Ger. 25.6, 25. Cc. Gen. 26. 29. and 
e 3t, 27. Aci 13. 3. The Church of 
Intioch ſent Paul and Barnabas. Acts 17. 10. 
he Brethren ſent Paul and Silas. 
3h. Sending, as it is the Act of a Sovereign 
d Maſter, imports Duty Incumbent on the 
erſon ſent, as a Commiſſion given to an 
ficer, contains Precepts, what he is to do, 
ohn. 13. 16. He that is ſent is not greater then 
| that Ta him, Mat. 23. 34. 4 ſent unto.you 
eFaric/phets, &c. John. 20. 21. As my Father 
Norl; at me, ſo ſen ou, and As 13. 4. Paul 
e ha Barnabas are ſaid to be ſent by the Holy 

.  Shoſt, ſo that if Sending be not the ſame 
ith Calling or Choſing, it muſt be an Act 
the God in an extraordinary Way and Man- 
er, for the ordinary way is an Act of the 
urch, and the ſame with choſing, 1 Ur. 
19. Who was alſo choſe by the Church to 
084 Aravel with us, and Afs 11. 22. then tidings 
me to the ears of the Church, which was in Fe- 
"Grain ſalem, and they ſent Barnabas, but this did 
| ot make them Officers-oyer thoſe - whom 


to ha ey were ſent. 1 
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one Superior in kind to another, one may 
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hall do it. GC. 


of Few and Poor, but equal in point of Ju 


Churches muſt want ſufficient Means fo 
the Continuance and Adminiitration «< 


.* prov'dnothing to the Purpoſe, all Jracl werfhem, 
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1. NEecauſe every Man, and therefore ever fred | 


D Church muſt Judge for themſelvelſi.e of P 


e Pco 
* 

t 
2. All Churches ſtand Co-ordinate, no Th 555 
om. 13 
00d, 1s 


riſdiction and Authority, and as one Corpo Ar 


ders to this Priviledge are not agreed hf 


conſiſt of many and rich Members, anothe 


ration has no Authority to chooſe Magiſtrate,;++eq 
for another, ſo neither has one Church a righ 


| 0 | 
to chooſe Officers for another, but every on 85 5 


for themſelves; neither is there any Man, oKing. 
order of Men inveſted with any ſuch Autholhe fan 


rity, fo that co we find this Right an 


Prviledge lodg an 


in every Church, ſomf;,2.- 


3. 
fficen 


Chriſts Inſtitutions; for if they cannot Orion w 
dain their own Officers, they have no Mean ny p 
to come at them, nor know where to finꝗtrictſ 


them; for all pretences by un- interrupteg ical 


Succefſion and Impoſition of Hands ar > + 


— 
> 
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bes 9 
mmanded, Deut. 16. 18. to make them 
ages and Officers, and accordingly the Le- 
eg were made Prieſts by the whole Aſſem- 
or Church of 1ſrael, Num. 8. 2, 10. for 
55 jy ey, or ſome of them laid their Hands on 
atem, which did ſignifie their Conſent and 
Lonveiance of the Rights and Priviledges 
ranted to them as a Church, to be Admi- - 
Fiftred by the Levitet, for the firſt Princi- 
les of Power and Authority were lodg d in 
e People, to remain radically, or virtually 
1 them, as hath been proved, and by their 
nſent to be exerted and adminiſtred for 
» he good and benefit of the Community, 


We dom. 13. 4. he is the Miniſter of God to thee 


f Ju 


.OrPO 


p ever 
ſelve 
reter 


| wh. 


e Secular Officer, and therefore the choice 
7 both Kinds, Kings and Paſtors, were com- 
ratenitted to the whole, 1 Sam. 11.15. all the 
r1glh cople made Saul King, — 2 Sam. 2. 4. the 

onen of Fuda came and anointed David 
, King, Chap. 5. 1. The Tribes of Iſrael did 
uthofhe ſame, and 1 Chron. 29. 20, 22. all the Con- 
t anꝗregation. made Solomon King, and anointed 
lomp im and Zado to be Prieſt, Acts 1.17, 21,22, 
15 fo 3. The Firſt Chriſtian Churches choſe their 
dn, Pffisers, even an Apoſtle, whoſe Miniſtra- 
LON ion was not terminated in, nor confined to 
Anny particular Place or People; therefore, 
Hnqrrictly ſpeaking, was no ordinary Eccleſia- 
ical Officer; yet hecauſe they were to have 
Aare of all Churches that ſhould receive 


uptec } 
s 


erf hem, and ſuch an one being then wanting, 
* | ="... Pon” 


od, is true of the Eccleſiaſtical, ſo well as 5 


(120) 
when Chriſt was not perſonally preſent! 
chooſe him, and a Chriſtian Church now i 
ſtituted at Jeruſalem, he was not immed 
-_,-- -ately appointed, nor did the E 
des Ordain one without the con 

currence of that Congregation, i 
which they acted ſo far as they would « 
could, and choſe two, which often happe 
When the Votes are equal, or the competitio 

very near, or more than one well* approve 
of In ſuch caſes; the Deciſions are uſt 
ally made by Lot, Scroll, or Ballat, in a 
free Societies, which demonſtrates that Chri 
has not delegated that Power of chooſin 
Officers to any Subſtitute, either Man, © 
Order of Men, but particular Churche 


whoſe free Choice, even in an extraordinari 


Caſe, is here made uſe of; for the Words ar: 
truly rendered by Ar. Mont. viz. Simul Su' 
| fragtts rlectum eff ; and the Dutch, he was wit 
common conſent (by Vote and Suffrage) cho 
ſen unto the eleven, Acts 6.3. In the choice 
of a Deacon, the Election is wholly refer 
to tlie People. Nor does the Direction ot 
the. Apoſtles hinder the Freedom of their 
Choice; for no Man cliooſes any but whom 
he takes to be qualified, and tho' the Office 
be inferiour, yet the Right of Election is the 
ſame, if not greater, becauſe the People's In 
tereſt and Concern in a Paſtor is of greate 
Importance than a Deacon; and tho' the 


Apoſtles ſay, verſe 3. nhom (we) may 4 
Alt 


- neſs 


_ pant, not over 9on, but in br over this 
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(121) 
1iſs, is not to be underſtood excluſive of the 
People, but in conjunction with them; for 
(we) may as well include the Perſons ſpoken 
to, as the Perſon ſpeaking, Eph. 2.5. We were, 
lead in treſpaſſes and ſins : And ver. 20. He are 
his Hort manſiip, & c. Acts 14. 22. N, muſt 
throunh much tribulation enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, 1 Thef. 4. 15. and, 1 Cor. 15. 51. 
And for the choice of Elders, ſo Afts 14. 23. 
When they had ordained them, Elders in e- 
very Church, and had Prayed with Failing, 
they commenttc{ them to the Lord, on whom: 
they believed. Qum ipſos per Suffragia creaſ 
ſent per Singulas Eccleſias Precbyteros, when 
they in every Church by Suffrage had made 
or choſe them Elders, having Prayed with 
Faſting, they committed them to the Lord, 
in whom tliey had believed: The Word. 
here Tranflated' Ordained, Choſen, and 
made by Suffrage, ſignifies, lifting up, of 
Hinds, a Geſture - uſed by the Greeks and. 
Romans, when they. choſe and appointed 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Officers, and thoſe 
that had moſt Hands were ſaid to be Choſen, 
Appointed, . Ordained to this or that Of- 
fice':: from hence the, thing done, was uſe 
to be expreſs'd by die,; Which was the 
manner of doing it, 2 Cr, 8. 19. Ordinatus eſt 
ab Eccleſijs, Choſen, or by Suffrage Ordained 
by the Keiroroxetheis, &c. which, by Ana- 
logy, is Tranflated from its uſe amongſt Men 
to an Act of God, Acts 10. 41. choſen hefore 
of God: Here Keirotonein, muſt ſignifie the 
V thing 
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thing done; viz. the Act or Choice, .not 
the manner of chooſing, by lifting up Hands, 


which cannot properly be predicated of God; 


but when ſpoken of Churches and Aſſem- 


blies, we mutt not recede from the Native 
Signification of the Word, but underſtand 
chooſing by lifting up of Hands. And Mr, 


nfs, "a proves, that thoſe Cities which 
in the Preambulations of the Apoſtle Paul, 
had the free Choice of their Officers, both 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; and their manner 


of Chooſing or Ordaining, was by the 
Keirotonea of the People: and to the ſame 


purpoſe Dr. Ames in Bellarmin Enervan, Tom. 
2. Pag. 90. | | | $4 
Obj. But tis ſaid, that it was Paul and 
Barnabas only, and not the Churches that 
did Ordain Elders; becauſe (they) muſt re- 
fer to them two, as the Sence of the Context 


requires. 


Anſw. They in the 234. Verſe, mult either 
refer to the Fore-going or to the following 


Words ; If to the Fore-going, ver. Then they 
muſt refer to the Perſons there ſpoken of; but 
the Perſons there ſpoken of, are both A- 
poſtles and Diſciples Conunttim ; the Words 
are theſe, confirming the Souls of the Diſ- 
ciples, and Exhorting them to continue in 
the Faith, and that we muſt through much 
Tribulation enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven: now if (we) in this 22d. ver. be taken 


excluſive of the Diſciples, how could th at be 
of 


ſuch a confirming Exhortation to the Souls 


ol the T 
poſtles ( 
bulatio 


the 23 
22 ver 
ciples. 
to the 
every 
| font 
and tc 
| the ſe 
Apoſt 
Suffra: 


1 


of the Diſciples to tell them, that the A- 


poſtles only, and not they, by many Tri- 
bulations muſt enter into the Kingdom of 


God. And if it were not peculiar to the 


Apoſtles, but common to all Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples, through much Tribulation, to enter 


into the Kingdom of God; then they in 


the 23 ver. which refers to (we) in the 


22 ver. muſt include both Apoſtles and Dif- 


ciples. But if (they) in the 23 ver. refer 
to the following Words, viz. They in 
every Church can, upon no Pretences, 


I ſignifie the Apoſtles alone; but they as in 


and together with the Churches, and then 


| the ſence is plain; viz. When they, they 


Apoſtles and Brethren in every Church, by 


Suffrage or lifting up of Hands, had choſe 


or made Elders; then they, the Apoſtles 
and Brethren commended them (the Elders) 
to God;1n whom, they, the Apoſtles, Elders 


and Brethren had believed. 


ET - 


= 


But, if this had been ſaid, as it is not, 
that Paul and Barnabas had choſe Elders 


in every Church; it muſt have been un- 
derſto 


Act of many is attributed to one by way 


of Eminence, as preſiding and directing the 
rest, as has been ſaid before on Titus 1. 5. 


But that either the choice or manner of chooſ- 


ing, by lifting up of Hands, ſhould be 


performed by two Perſons in the midſt 


G2 own 


8 


in that uſual ſence, when the 


of Congregations, and excluſive of them, 
who had been accuſtom d to chooſe their 


(124) 
own Ofhcere, is not eaſie to conceive or 
be recong1led to the {ence of the Place, for 
it runs not well, to ſay when Paul and 
Barnabas had, by moſt Hands or Voices choſe 
them Elders, Cc. TRY: GT 

Obj. And thoſe that ſay, the Apoſtles here 


did Ordain and the People only chooſe, they 


add to the Text, for the Word ſignifies 
both to Ordain and Chooſe, or to Ordain 
by chooſing, as hath been ſaid and Demon- 

ſtratecd by Mr. Harrington and others, 
therefore thoſe that did one, did both, be- 
cauſe both are one, and the Diſtinction is 
Arbitrary. For here is nothing but the 
choice of the Brethren, and the acceptance of 
the Perſons choſen, declared and owned with 
Faſting and db in this Ordination: 


All which was performed in and by the 


Churches amongſt whom the Apoſtles act- 
ed, not as. ordinary fixt Officers, nor 
meerly as gifted Brethren, or private 
Members, but as the extraordinary Me- 
{engers of Chriſt, to Direct and Adviſe, 
nat to deſtroy the Peoples Right of chooſ- 
ing, by impoſing Officers on them, or by 
tlie exerciſe of a, negative Voice, put a re- 
ſtraint upon the Election, for that had been 
contrary to the liberty of Men, as well as 
Chriſtians. And to this purpoſe may that 
_ Paſſage in Cyprian, ſo often cited, viz, The 
People obeying the Lords Command, and 
«caring, God, ought to ſeparate themſelves 
rom aa ſinful Ruler, and not toantermingle 


them 


(125) 1 
themſelves with a ſacrilegious Prieſt, ſceing 
they eſpecially, have po ver to lect W..1- 
thy Prieſts, or reject unworthy,: Now, it 
by rejecting an unworthy Pricſt, be put- 


ting him out of Office, as it ſzems plain, 


then Electing muſt be the ſame with Or- 
dination; for if they had no power to Or- 
dain him, they could not reject or put 
him out, for no Power can diftolve or repeal 
a Conſtitution, but the ſame (or a greater) 
Power that made it. - [ne 
Obj. The choice of the People is granted, 

but they ought to chooſe thoſe that are or- 
dained by the Biſhop or Claſſis. 

| Anſ. 1. This Propoſition 
Bellarm Enerv. ag never yet well prov d. 
Tos 2. Bro 2dly. Is there any Warrant 
for the practice of Ordaining Men Officers, 
before they are choſen by the People, or is 
he an Officer that has not the Care and 


Overſight of ſome particular Church? Is 


there a King without a People, or a Maſter | 
without Servants? 1 = aw 

Zdly. Should we conceive this Pretenſion 
and Practice amongſt Civil and Secular 
Magiſtrates and Officers? And juppoſe an 
Emperor or a Claſſis of Kings, ſhould make 
Prince Arthur, and Hannibal Kings, would 
they be habitual Kings; and, in atmpriz 
mo, ſtand related to all the People in the 
World? So that when Poland or any other 


Nation wants a King, they ought to come 


and chooſe one ready made to their Hands, 


we” 


2222 


(126) 
like Rines in a Gold- ſmiths Shop. 
4h. This confines the People, to chooſe 
thoſe Men only who are of their own mak- 
ing; and thereby deſtroys the Freedom of 
Elections, which is a Right and Priviledge 
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inherent in themſelves, Cc. 
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CHAP. I 
All Particular Churches are Co-ordinate 
| TJ 'Hat is, no particular Church lies Sub- 
je& to the Juriſdiction of another; and 
to this Propoſition, I doubt not the Con- 
ceſſion of all the particular Churches in the 
World; when the Queſtion is put with re- 
ſpect to themſelves, and may be tis unac- 
countable, by what Right any one Church 
claims Authority over another. Without 
doubt the ſeven Churches in Lidia, which 


ve read of inthe Revelations were all equal; 
and had it been otherwiſe, the Supream, if 


any had been; ſhould a been blamed for not] 


correcting the Miſcarriages of the Reſt; for, 
could we conceive Subordination among 
Churches, the Superior muſt have the ſame 
Dominion over the Inferior, as the Major or 
ruling part of a Church hath over its parti- 
eular Members, and might, incaſe of De- 
fection, deal with,, Admonith and Excom- 


municate too, which is abſur'd and a ridi- 
. culous 


Culo! 
the E 
At he 


ons C 
did 1 


Unite 


ctior 
eithe 
Inde 


( 
of> culous Practice among Churches; and tho 
2k. | the Heats and Feudes amongſt the Arran an! 
Nor At henaſians ſometimes, and the Uſurpati- 
ons of the Wefern Churches over the Ea fen, 
did in days paſt produce ſuch kind of Ex- 
- | travagancies; yet no Chriſtians, in their 
Wits, can think ſuch Actions imitable. I 
doubt not but the Church of Sco:land, {5 
calFd, while Presbyterian, and ſince the 
two Crowns of England and Scotland were 
e | united; did renounce all degrees of Subje- 
ction to the Church of England, or Geneva 
zub- either; and when Epiſcopal, it was no leſs 
1nd | Independant, nor did the Church of England 
pretend any Juriſdiction over it; and ſince 
" the | the Church of England hath rejected that in- 
tolerable Uſurpation of the Synagogue of 


re- 8 Db 

nac- | Rome, it will not own Subjection to any 
urch] Church in the World; nor does it appear 
Dont by what Commiſſion, it hath Juriſdiction 


hich | over any other, or beyond its own Mem- 
bers: Indeed the very Notion of a . Churciz. 


on ſuppoſes Independency and Co- ordination; 
He oel for while it remains Subject to another, it 
he muſt needs want Juri{diction in and over 
none its own Actions and Members; and that is 
Gre | to want a conſtitutent, requiſite and eſſen- 
or or tial Propert: of a Church; for we cannot 
Aarti. | conceive a hurch to be without Authorit 


3. over its own Members: That Society which 
ais Subject to another, muſt needs want 
that Authority, and Conſequently is no 


ae n 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The End, why Particular Churches mere In- 
fliiuted, are ſuch; ac, 1. Reſpect the Hondur 


and Glory of God. 20). Thenſelees. zaly. 


The Neighbouring Charcqes. athly. Man- 
ind in General. 
iff. AS all our Deſigns, Actions and Un- 
141 dertakings, have or ſhould have 
God for the main Object; ſo the ſetting forth 
his Honour and Glory ſhould be our ulti- 
mate End, 1 Cor. 19. 31. Wha! ſoever ye do, 


Churches ſhould he be glorified, Eph. 3. 21. 
And they that offer Praiſes are ſaid to Glo- 
| - rifie him, Pſal. 50. 23. That is, by yielding 
| a Univerſal Obedience to all Inſtitutions, 
and keeping up a publique Profeſſion, and 
5 Conformity to all his Appointments in Do- 
0 Ctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline ; this Pra- 
| Etice tending to the begetting Honourable 
and Reverential Eſteem of him, in all that 
without Prejudice, behold. their holy Con- 
verſation, walking in Church-Order, 1s 
their Honouring and Glorifying God. 


are tlie Benefit and Advantage of the parti- 
cular and individual Members, which by 
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40 all to the Glory of God, much more in the 


24h). Such Ends as reſpect themſelves, If. 


Vertue of their Church Relation, are g 
AF | brought || 
I, K 
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tions, 
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( 
brought into, and under all the Inſtitutions 
of the Goſpel, and capable of thoſe Admim- 
ſtrations, which Chriſtians out of Church- 
Communion, cannot regularly partake of: 
Too many goodChriſtans have noother End 
or Deſign in coming into Church-Fellow- 
ſhip, but that they be admitted to the 
Lords Table: This indeed is a very great 
Benefit, a Church Ordinance and Privi- 
ledge very deſirable: But this is not all, 
there are other Ends, as watching over, or 
helping one another towards Heaven, pro- 
vok ing one another to love good Works: 
Where the Members have the ſame care 
one of another, 1 Cor. 12. 25. Exhort- 


fication of each other. . 
3dly. Another End of Church-Society, is 
the mutual Help, Comfort and Aſſiſtance of 


Member ſtands in need of Comfort, Support, 
and Counſel from each other, 1 Cor. 12. 21, 
24, Which 1s one End, for which Chri- 
ſtian Churches were Inſtituted, ſo this Con- 


| ftitution does not terminate here in it ſelf, 
but every Particular Church, ought to ex- 


tend all due Friend(hip andCharity towards 


{ Ives, 
parti- 
ch by 


1, Are 
rought |. 


far as they can, in Commumicatingall need- 
ſul Advice, Help and Aſſiſtance one towards 
another, according to the Examples of the 


ing one another: Praying one for another, _ 
F. I6. And endeavouring the mutual Edi- 


other Siſter Churches;for as every individual 


all Neighbouring, Concordate Churches, ſo 
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primative Churches, Nom. 15. 16. The 
| G. 5 Churches, 


8 
"180 
"a, 


* 
4 — - 
— — 


| N 
. 
Churches of Macedonia made Contribution Adin 
for the Saints or Chriſtians in Feruſalem, 
Rom. 16. I. One Church Member 1s recom- 
mended to another Church, Acts 11. 29, 30. of; } 
Relief is ſent to Jeruſalem by the Hands of 
Paul and Barnabas, Gal. 2. 9, 10. The be- 
lieving Gentiles and the believing Fews, mu- 
tually Contribute to the Poor, Gal. 1. 2. and! 
The Brethren or Church with Paul, held 
Correſpondency with the Churches of Galatia Goa 
and Act, 15. The Church of Antioch held : 
Conference by their Meſſengers, with the 
Church of Feruſalem with whom they met, 
but not in a Juridical, or Claſſical way ;| PO 
but for mutual Help and Council wherein] Co 
they ſtood in need of, or might be profitable that 
one towards another. But Communion 
of Charches cannot fignifie a Confuſion and] Unic 
Blending together; that would deſtroy thoſe Iatioi 
{ſpecial Relations and Priviledges which are}, { 
peculiar to each Particular Church ; much}, J, 


| atio 
1{cl 


leſs will this Foundation bear the vaſt Super- 
ſtructions of Claſſes, Aſſemblies and general. B 
Councils; but all that can here be meant by r 
comes to no more, and would to God it wereſand! 
come to that, namely, a friendly Correſpon-er 
dency and Commerce in all interchangeable] + ch 
| Duty of Love, and mutual Aſſiſtances in the 
j 2 of _ * Biſnop and only Head, 
Chriſt Jeſus, Cc. mo 
. 10 The Fourth End of Particular 
| . Charch Conſtitution is, for the Benefit and 
| Adyantageof the World, being a 8 of 


(table 
union 
1 and 
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Head, 
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( 131 ) ES, h 
Converting Sinners, and by the publique 
Adminiſtration of the Goſpel, ſhowing forth 
the Lords Death till he come ; Theſe Lights 
or Beacons being ſet, as it were on the Top 
ofa Hill, Mat. 5. 14. are the more con- 
ſpicuous, and apt to awaken the unconcern- 
ed part of Mankind. 

The Churches of Chriſt are the Ground. 


and Pillars of Truth, in and by which pub- 


liquely are held forth the lively Oracles of 
God, and the Inſtitution of Chriſt, the 
means of Faith and Repentance, and the 
ways of Salvation, by coming unto God 
through a Mediator. „ 

For the Deſign of Particular Church- 
Communion, is not to leſſen or contract 
that Charity which belongs to all, by con- 


Union deſtroy Natural or more remote Re- 
lations ; tis ſo far from teaching us to hide 
o Afelves from our own Pleſh, Iſa. 58. 7. 

1 Tim. 5. 4. That it Strengthens thoſe Obli- 


gations by teaching us the better, how to 


Diſcharge all Natural and Civil. Duties 
by rectifying and enlarging our Charity. 
and Directing all our friendſhips to the belt 
ends, namely, the Converſion or Edification 
of their Souls. e 


fit and 
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CHAP. XVIIL 
Of Schifm. 


Here's ſcarce a Word that hath ſounded 
= fſoloud as Schiſm, nor made fo much 
noiſe in all Ages of Chriſtianity, every one 
that could get Favour with the Government, 
ts Creed was Conſecrated with a civil 
Sanction, and the Cuſtom of the 
So Dr. Court became Alamode and 
Owen. *twas ill Luck and bad Manners 
t .̃.ẽo Queſtion what the Superior ap- 
proved: for they only that followed them, 
were the Orthodox, and the reſt fell under 
the Imputation of Hereſie and Schiſm; the 
two Ecclefiaſtical Scarecrows, as Learned 
Mr. Hales call them. 
- For after the Simplicity of the Goſpel be- 
gan to decay, and the primitive Species and 
Form of the Chriſtian Churches declin'd, 


the Notion of Catholick and National] 
Churches, begat a confuſed and miſtaken No- 


tion of Schi ſin, which in all Ages, and even 
ſince the Reformation, Men have for the 
molt part taken up and caſt as an Odium on 
their contemporary Diſſenters: But Men 


being more afraid than hurt, and having 
recovered themſelves, by diſcovering the 
the Miſtakes of thoſe who caſt that Ae” 
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nd the Innocence of thoſe who were accu- 
ed, they have inſenſibly fallen into the con- 
rary Extream, like Men that have been u- 
ed to the noiſe of Powder (or the little hurt 
rom the Eccleſiaſtical Fulminations) have 


Bullets, and watchfulneſs againſt ths hor- 
Ade F d Sin. 
For whereas almoſt any thing that came 


nuch hort of the will of the Impoſer, was brand- 


oft all due Caution againſt the danger of 


3 d with the black Character of Schiſm; ſo 
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Sand H them to the ſtricteſt Obſervation of Love, 

lind. ind Union Annen themſclves. ret ef 
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"Met Particular Church of Chriſt, Mar. 27. 51. 

ese The word eg, is Tranſlated Rent, the Vail! 

. m5 the Temple. was rent in Twain: From 
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ow, as if all Danger were over, they who 
re molt in Danger of committing this Sin 
[ mean Particular Church- Members) have 
aken up low and mean Thoughts of it, and 
rown ſo Secure as if there was no ſuch Sin 
o be Watch d and Pray d againſt; but on 
he leaſt Miff and Pet, Men run as una- 
vares into this abominable Tranſgreſſion, 
71thout any regard to e eee and 
Obligations, they have laid themſelves un- 
er before the Lord, which mutually oblig- 
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taken and applied to any united Corporation; 
Acts 14. 4. The City was divided, here; 
and in another place it ſignifies Separation 
or Diviſion, tho not ſinful at leaſt, in both 
Parties, as in Revel. 18. 4. We are com- 
manded to come out of, or ſeparate from all 
that is Antichriſtian: But when Diviſions 
fall out amongſt the Members of a Church of 
Chriſt, it ſeldom happens but that both Par- 
ties are to blame, as when Man and Wife 
part, its rare if either be Innocent, 1 Cor. 
12. 25. That there be no Schiſmz in the Body, 
but that the Members take the ſame care one 
of another, 1 Cor. 1. 10. That there be no 
Schiſm among you, theſe places and the 
like, I ſuppote, relate to uncharitable Con- 
tentions, tho they do not amount to Divi- 
ſions and Separations. ;- for either one or 
t other ground leſs Separation or Content: ion 
is Schiſm; and Sin of a vile and horrid 
kind, contrary ro Chriſtian Love and Cha- 
rity, the Breach and Violation of the Cove- 
nant of God, by which they ſtand mutually 
and ſpecially obliged to one another in the 
Bands of Chriſtian Amity, and that Sin which 
deſtroys the very being, as the welbeng 
of the Churches of Chriſt : This ſuppoſed, 
none are capable of committing this Sin, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking but Particular Church- 
Members; for nfül Separation ſuppoſes a 
Union of Chriſts Inſtitution, from or in 
which that Separation or Contention was 


” made, and ſuch a Union and Chr 
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tion as did refult from a mutual Agreement, 
to walk together in Love and Union. | 
The very Form then of Schiſm lies in the 
Breach of that Church-Covenant, which mu- 


tually Obliges the Members to Love, Peace 


and Union; and not according to the uſual 
Imputation, in our not joining with this or 


that Particular Church, and much leſs does 
it conſiſt, in our not holding Communion 


with this, or that Society or Order of Chri- 
fians, whole Conſtitution is not by any ap- 
pointment of Chrif, and of whoſe Churches, 
if rightly ſo conſtituted or called, we never 
were Members, and therefore could not 
{infully ſeparate from them. 
But when Brethren without Reaſon ſepa- 
rate from, or foment Contentions in a Par- 
ticular Church, from any Diſtemper of Paſ- 
ſion, Avarice and Ambition, Cc. Theſe © 
become guilty of this horrid Sin of Si, 
and Husbands and Wives are required to 
live together in mutual Love, that their fa- 
nily-Prayers be not hindered, 1 Pet. 3. 7. 
zor the fame and greater Reaton, ſhould 
hurch- Members live in mutual Peace and 
Love; that the gracious Effects of Goſpel and 
Church- Adminiſtrations may not be inter- 
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Bool Printed for Nath. Hiller. 
THE Figufes and Types of the Old Te- 


ſtament, by which Chriſ and the Hea- 


venly Things of the Goſpel are ſhadowed to 


the People of God of Old. In Sundry Ser- 


mons, by Mr. Sæzmuc! Mather, tometimes 


Paſtor to a Church in Dublin, 410 


Twenty! Tbree Select Sermons, Preached 
at; Pinners- Hall, wherein ſeveral caſes of 


Conſcience, and other weighty Matters are Pro- 


pounded and Handled. 8270. 


acting as an. Officer in: other Churches, be- 
ſides that to which he is eſpecially called, to 


en 


A Diſcuſſion of the Lawtulneſs of a Paſtor, 


take the overſight. Cf. 8vο. Both by the ju- 
dicious and Learned Mr. Nath. Mlather. 

A Practical Diſcourſe of Gods Sovercign- 
ty, with other Material Points, deriving 


them, viz. Of the. Righteouſneſs of God, 
of Election, of Redemption, of effectual Cal- 
ling, and of Perſeverance. By Eliſha Cole, 
$49; 5 Edition The Throne of Grace, and 


in. 13 Sermons by Mr. Robert Trayle, 829.” 
The Divine Inſtitution of Congregatio- 
nal Churches, Miniſters, and Ordinances, 
Aſſerted and Proved by Scripture, 820. 
An Eſſe on the Interpretation of Daniel, 


All Three by Mr. Iſaac Chaunc. 


* The Sinners Juſtification, or the Lord our 
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Grace. By E. E. The Ninth Edition, 820. 


the Covenant of Works, and Covenant 
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Aſſertion to fullil all things. 
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